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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. ‘The registered telegraphic address of 
the Branch is “ Advantage, London.” <A statement of 
the objects and work of the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch will be found on p. 242. 


Attention is directed to the Sample Room, where 
the following samples are at present on view, among 
other exhibits :— 





Reference in 


Samples. “ Board of Trade Journal.” 





Date. Page. 





Guatemala cotton said to be weevil-resisting | 19th April, 1906 | 128 
Cotton cloth manufactured at Ichang ...| 19th _,, » | 126 
Raw Argentine cotton, bobbins of yarn 
and patterns of knitted material from 
Buenos Ayres ... oth April, 1906 | 36 
German woollen cloths sold i in Alexandria 8th March, 1906 | 476 
Textiles sold in Zanzibar .. oe ... | 2Zoth Jan., 1906] 175 
(= ne - 1906 | 175 
Pyrophyllite and shale from Newfoundland | 11th J an., 1906; 81 
Iron ore from various places alluded to in 
“Tron Ore Depositsin Foreign Countries ” 


issued by the Board of Trade ... ... | 15th June, 1905 | 521 











The following Special Trade Enquiry Offices are also 
at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C.:—India, Dominion of 
Canada, Queensland, Cape of Good Hope, Transvaal and 
Orange River Colony. 

Statements of the objects and work of the Special 
Trade Enquiry Offices will be found on p. 248. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA, 


The Board of Directors of the Southern Mahratta Railway Com- 
pany, Limited, are prepared to receive tenders 


Steel Paling. for unclimbable steel paling, as per specification 
and drawing, which may be seen at the offices of 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. 


the Company, 46, Queen Anne’s Gate, London, 8S.W. The charge 
for the specification is one guinea, which will not be returned. 
Tenders must be sent in, addressed to the Secretary, marked 
“Tender for Steel Paling,” not later than noon on Tuesday, the 
15th May, 1906. The Directors do not bind themselves to accept 
the lowest or any tender. 


The Board of Directors of the Burma Railway Company, Limited, 

are prepared to receive tenders for the supply 

Steel Tyres. of 500 steel tyres for carriage and wagon wheels. 

Specifications and forms of tender can bs 

obtained at the Company’s Offices, 199, Gresham House, Old Broad 

Street, E.C. For each specification a fee of 10s. will be charged, 

which will not be returned. ‘l'enders, enclosed in sealed envelopes 

and marked “ Tender for Steel Tyres,” must be delivered not 

later than noon on Wednesday, the 9th May, 1906. The Directors 
do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or any tender. 


The East Indian Railway Company are prepared to receive tenders 
for the supply and delivery of wrought iron 
bars, as per specification to be seen at the 
Company’s offices, Nicholas Lane, London, E.C. 
Tenders are to be sent to the Secretary, marked ‘Tender for 
Wrought [ron Bars,” not later than noon, on Wednesday, the 9th 
May. ‘The company reserve the right to divide the order, also 
to decline any tender without assigning a reason, and do not bind 
themselves to accept the lowest or any tender. For each speci- 
fication a fee of ll. 1s. is charged, which cannot under any 
circumstances be returned. 


Wrought Iron 
Bars. 





CANADA, 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
Raguisios relating trade received at the Canadian Government 
to . lian Trade. Offices, 17, Victoria Street, London, 8.W., whence 

further information regarding them may be 


obtained :— 


Home Enguiries—An English firm of boot polish, harness 
compo. and furniture cream manufacturers, are seeking to open up 
business with Canada, and contemplate appointing agents for the 
sale of their goods. 

The patentee of a new system of fire appliances is desirous of 
arranging with Canadian firms for the manufacture of these goods 
in the Dominion. 

A London:firm of salesmen having had large experience in dis- 
posing of consignments of frozen poultry, rabbits, &c., wish to 
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CANADA—continued. 


correspond with Canadian exporters with a view to the extension 
of their business in this direction, 

A London firm of importers and exporters are prepared to under- 
take the buying, inspection, and shipment of goods for large 
Canadian houses desiring such services. 


Canadian Enquiries—A Toronto firm are prepared to buy large 
quantities of stamped steel ware in black iron and steel shells, 
ready for enamelling. 

A Montreal firm desire to be placed in communication with 
English manufacturers of blue print papers, drawing instruments, 
&c. 

The municipal authorities of an Ontario town in a good agricul- 
tural district, are prepared to negotiate with persons who may con- 
template establishing industries in Canada, to whom they are 
prepared to grant facilities. Railway connections, electric power, 
and lumber manufacturing plants are available in proximity. 


Note-——For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, S.W. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., whence 


further information regarding them may be obtained :-— 


Home Enquiries.—A London manufacturer asks to be placed in 
communication with Canadian manufacturers who can supply five 
ply veneer cut to dimensions. 

A London firm of importers wish to hear from Canadian packers 
of high-grade canned lobsters. 

A Midlands manufacturer of yarns wishes to do business with 
Canadian manufacturers of hosiery, sweaters and all kinds of 
fabrics made on hosiery machinery. 

A Midlands firm manufacturing constructional steel work, such 
as buildings, roofs, girders, &c., would like to develop business in 
Canada. 

The manufacturers of a special kind of pepper wish to obtain a 
share of Canadian trade. 


Canadian Enquiry.—A Montreal manufacturers’ agent possessing 
a permanent sample room is prepared to do business on commission 
in woollens, laces, braids, buttons and ready-made clothing. 


Note——For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch, 73, ial Street, H.C. 
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NATAL: 


The Correspondent at Durban of the Board of Trade (Mr. A. D. C. 

7 Agnew) reports that ata meeting of the Durban 

rip naa Town Council on the 6th April, the Borough 

misinielaanie ’ Engineer submitted plans showing works pro- 
Work. posed by him which include :— 

(a) The construction of a high-level esplanade 
along the sea front (a distance of approximately 3} miles), the 
laying of a tramline thereon, and for an additional ?-mile to 
connect with the Umgeni Road tramline; also the protection of 
the esplanade from sea encroachment. 

(6) The erection of a marine promenade pier extending about 
1,300 ft. 

(c) The reclamation of the sea beach where the high-water line 
has reached, the erection of a low wall 60 to 80 ft. from high-water 
mark to form a low level esplanade for a distance of about 
14 miles, and the laying out for pleasure purposes of the reclaimed 
beach area. 

It was decided by the Council to introduce a Bill at the next 
session of Parliament to obtain the necessary powers to proceed 
with this work, which is estimated to cost between 300,000/. and 
400,0002. 





TRANSVAAL. 


The Town Council of Johannesburg are prepared to receive tenders 
for the supply and delivery—after erection for 


Electric Watering inspection at makers’ works—of three electric 
Cars and Spare : a 
watering cars for use on the Council’s Tramway 
Parts. . ~ 
system, together with various spare parts for 
the cars. 


Tenders are to be made for delivery f.o.b. at any port suitable to 
South Africa, but separate prices must also be given for :— 

(a) Delivery of the cars and spare parts at the car sheds, 
Johannesburg. 
(6) The erection of the cars complete in Johannesburg. 

Tenders are to be addressed to the Town Clerk, Municipal 
Offices, Johannesburg, and must reach him not later than 
Saturday, 16th June, 1906. 

The general conditions, specification and forms of tender may 
be seen on and after Thursday, 10th May, 1906, at the offices of 
the Council’s Consulting Shine, Manne. Mordey & Dawbarn, 
82, Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W., and may be obtained from 
them on payment of 5 guineas, which will be returned on receipt 
of a bond fide tender. 

Further copies of the general conditions, specification and form 
of tender may be: obtained from the Consulting Engineers on 
payment of 10s., which will not be returned. 
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——— 


EGYPT, 

The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade have 

received from Lieut.-Col. J. H. Western, C.M.G., 
Bleached Canvas. London Agent for the Egyptian War Office, a 

notification to the effect that the Egyptian War 
Department are calling for tenders for the supply of 3,000 yards of 
bleached canvas. Samples and tender forms may be obtained from 
Lieut.-Cul. Western's Office, Queen Anne’s Chambers, Broadway, 
Westminster, S.W., where also tenders will be received up to 
15th June. 


A further notification has been received to the effect that tenders 
will be received up to noon on the 31st May by 
Cocoanut Oil. the Financial Secretary, War Office, Egyptian 
Army, Cairo, for the supply of 180 tons of cocoa- 
nut oil, delivered at the War Department Stores, Tourah. <A 
sample of about 1 |b. of the oil is to be submitted with the tender, 
and the name of the manufacturer is to be stated in the tender. 
Specifications may be obtained from Lieut.-Col. Western’s Office, 
at the address mentioned above. A copy of the specification may 
be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


The “ Journal Officiel” announces that tenders are invited by the 

Prisons Administration, Cairo, before noon on 

Khaki Serge. the 24th May for the supply of 2,950 metres 

khaki serge. ‘Tenders are to be delivered to 

the Inspector-General of Prisons (not sent by post), on stamped 

paper of 30 milliémes, under sealed envelopes marked ‘“ Offre pour 

fourniture du kakee serge.” Stamped paper can be obtained at 
Lieut.-Colonel Western’s Office, as above. 


NETHERLANDS. 
H.M. Consul at Amsterdam (Mr. W. C. Robinson) reports that 
nities tenders will be received up to the 7th May, 
sudieee by the Holland Railway Company for the 
Mater; ‘4 supply, for the use of the Central Workshops 
cee at Haarlem, of the following :— 
Contract No. 1064— 
67,000 to 78,000 kilogs. iron parts for machinery, rolling 
stock, &e. 
30, 000 to 40,000 kilogs. cast-iron supporting ‘pots for 
railway carriages. 
360,000 to 400, 000 kilogs. brake-blocks. 
6,000 kilogs. cast-iron pipes of various dimensions, 
60,000 to 80,000 kilogs. single fire-bars, and 
1,000 kilogs. double fire-bars. 
Conditions may be obtained on payment of 50 c. (10/.). from 
the Central Administration Building of the Holland Railway 
Company, Droogbak, Amsterdam. 
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PORTUGAL. 
H.M. Minister at Lisbon (Hon. Sir F. H. Villiers, K.C.M.G.) has 


forwarded copy and summarised translation 
of the conditions, published in the ‘‘ Diario do 
Governo,” under which tenders are invited 
for the renewal on more favourable terms for the Government for 
a period of 19 years of the concession granting the monopoly of 
the manufacture and importation of tobacco in Portugal. Tenders 
will be received at the Ministry of Finance, Lisbon, up to the 
7th May. 

No proposal will be accepted which does not offer a minimum 
annual payment to the Government of 6,000 contos of reis 
(1,333,000/.), and a share in the profits amounting to a minimum 
of 50 contos (11,000/.) for each of the three first years of the 
contract, and increasing every three or four years up to 450 contos 
(109,000/.) in the six last years. 

The concessionnaire has the right of free importation, not only 
of tobacco but of all machinery, raw material, &c., connected 
with the industry of tobacco, excepting only paper. 

The present holders of the Tobacco Monopoly have a right of 
option, z.e., if they offer the same terms as the best tender 
received by the Government, the concession will be given to them 
on these terms. 

The “ Diario” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 


Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, H.C. 


Tobacco 
Monopoly. 





SPAIN. 


The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” of the 23rd April annonnces that tenders 
are invited by the municipality of Plasencia for 
Electric Lighting. the installation of electric light in the town and 
‘ in public buildings. 
Tenders will-be received by the Ayuntamiento Constitucional of 
Plasencia until*28th May. 


The ‘*Gaceta” of the 24th April contains a notice calling for 
ne tenders for a concession for the construction 
Plant, and exploitation of an electric tramway from 
Sarria to Vallvidrera for a period of 60 years. 
Tenders will be received at-the Direccion General de Obras 
Publicas, Madrid, up to noon on 28th June; a deposit of 
0,302 pesetas is required to qualify any tender. The Cia del 
Ferrocarril de Sarria 4 Barcelona have already applied for the con- 
cession, and, other things being equal, will have preference. 
The “ Gacetas ” may be seen at Commercial Intelligence’ Branch 


of the Board of Trade, 73 Basinghall Street, E. C. 
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GREECE, 


The following remarks respecting the import trade of the Morea 
pS are extracted from the report for 1905 of H.M. 
j Consul at Patras (Mr. F. B. Wood) :— 

Demand. ‘Many classes of British goods continue to 

have a firm hold of these markets, but of these it is not necessary 

to make special mention, as this branch of trade is thoroughly well 

organised and traders in the United Kingdom are well acquainted 
with the requirements of these markets. 

‘A few hints may, however, be given as to British and Colonial 
articles which require special selection in order to obtain the fullest 
advantage when shipped to Greece in order to be sold for shippers’ 
account. 

“Tt is to be expected that those articles* affected by the modifi- 
cations in the Greek Customs Tariff in favour of British goods, 
which was signed in Athens on 17th May last, will be benefited 
very considerably (see “ Board of Trade Journal” of 27th J uly 


last, pp. 162-3). 


“ Smoked herrings are consumed in large quantities during the 
autumn, but after the end of November con- 
Smoked Herrings. sumption falls off very much. The sizes 
preferred are kegs of 200, 500 and 600 fish, 
and these must be large and bright coloured and contain the roes 
as far as possible. 


“The reduction in the duty on jams and preserved fruits is very 
great and it is not improbable that, although 
fruit is sold very cheap. here, a considerable 
import trade may be established, for it must be 
borne in mind that the import duty on sugar 
is 11. 3s. 8d. per cwt., whereas, as above mentioned, the duty on 
jams and preserved fruit is 10. 12s. per cwt. Only the cheaper 
kinds of jams, marmalades and preserved fruits should be sent. 
The same remark in a stronger sense applies to confectionery, 
which comes in at a duty of 12s, 95d. per cwt. 


Jams, 
Preserved Fruits 
& Confectionery. 


‘* Almost all the coal imported into Patras is of British ‘origin. 
During the past year 18,000 tons were landed, 

Coal. principally for account of the various railway 
lines, the gas works, electric tram company and 

three or four factories. Very little coal is used in Greece for 
household purposes, wood and charcoal being preferred, but: it is 
not unlikely that coal will gradually replace them to some extent, 





* For a list of these articles reference shou!d be made to pp. 19-20 of the report 
itself (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,556), to be obtained from Messrs. Wyman 
& Sons, Fetter Lane, price 14d. 
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as, owing to decline in exchange, it is being sold very much 
cheaper, whereas wood and charcoal, in consequence of the destruc- 
tion of the more conveniently situated woods and forests, have to be 
sought for further afield, and are consequently becoming more 
expensive.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,556.) 





MEXICO. 


The Mexican ‘‘ Diario Oficial” of the 4th April contains a copy of 

an application made by Thomas H. Wheless 

Machinery. with a view to the establishment of a new 

industry in Mexico. The applicant proposes to 

manufacture railway locomotives, motors and other railway rolling 

stock, as well as motors for any purpose, with machinery driven by 

superheated steam, by petroleum, by internal combustion, or by 
electric power. 


The “ Diario” of the 12th April contains a copy of a contract 
entered into between the Mexican Government 
and a representative of the Mexican Central 
Railway Co. for the construction of railways in 
the provinces of Colima and Jalisco; one line will proceed from 
Colima to Autlan and the other from a convenient point on this 
line to Mascota. 


Railway 
Machinery. 





NICARAGUA. 
H.M. Consul at Greytown (Mr. H. F. Bingham) reports that a 


contract has been given by the Nicaraguan 
Materials for = Government to a Mr. George Bosch, to con- 


end = struct a Government wharf and warehouse and 
C vn mets dé a lighthouse in one of the bays of Great Corn 


Island, where the greatest depth of water is to 
be found, and that in all other respects may be the most convenient 
for official and commercial purposes. 

The Consul adds that the actual place where the buildings are 
to be placed has not yet been decided upon, but it will probably 
be at Brig Bay. 

The acetylene light in the lighthouse is to be 80 feet from the 
ground, but no mention is made as to its power. There has 
previously been no lighthouse on this island. 





VENEZUELA. 


The Acting British. Vice-Consul at Caracas has forwarded 
translation of .a contract concluded by the 


become a Government of Venezuela with Mr. C. B. 
Ma re ; or Figueredo, Venezuelan Consul in New York, 
‘center under which the latter agrees to establish a 


manufactory (to be called the Venezuelan 
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Cartridge Manufacturing Company) of cartridges for fire-arms, 
revolvers and sporting guns. 

The Government will admit free of duty (see p. 225 of this 
issue} machinery, ‘stores, goods, and raw material needed by 
the Company, during the period over which its contract extends. 
Free importation will further be allowed in the case of the 
materials, &c., to be used in the construction of the buildings to 
be erected by the company; but this privilege will only be granted 
once. ‘The Company is required to pay to the Venezuelan Govern- 
ment the current rates of Customs duty on each article offered for 
sale to the public. 


Plant, &c., for 


Asphalt Working. See notice on p. 231. 





CHILE. 


H.M. Consul at Coquimbo (Mr. G. L. Ansted), in his trade report 
for 1905, states that the requirements of the 


OB. A people in that district are, in the matter of cloth- 
Sean ing, supplied entirely by imported goods, of 


nechinae: be which cottons form the bulk, standing in com- 

y parison with woollens as about two to one. Of 
foodstuffs the imports are beginning to be affected by the increas- 
ing activity of the sugar refineries established in the country, 
preserved fruits and jams, as well as sugar, having been ousted by 
the home-made article. Paraguay tea, rice, canned salmon, sar- 
dines, and tea are regularly imported. 

Tron sheets, galvanised and others, iron and steel wire, bars, 
rails and castings, and ironmongery are in steady demand. 

Of machinery there is a small but growing demand, for mining 
and ore treating purposes chiefly, and the use of agricultural 
machinery seems to be slowly spreading. All the coal and coke for 
the smelting furnaces is imported, as is the greater portion of the 
fire-bricks required. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,549.) 





ARGENTINA. 
The following extracts from the report for 1905 of H.M. Consul 
at Buenos Ayres (Mr. A. C. Ross, C.B.), indicate possible openings 
for extending the sale of certain goods :— 


“The character of trade has not changed since 1904. Agriculture 
is increasingly more important than stock 


a sor raising. The system of agriculture followed 
tentide be is that which entails least labour, for land 
Windmills, is cheaper than labour. Cheap light imple- 


: ments that get over the ground quickly suit 
Barbed Wire, &¢. the farmer best. High farming is not neces- 


sary yet. Iron windmills are largely employed to raise water for 
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ARGENTIN A—continued. 


stock. Irrigation is hardly known. Stock farms have all to be fenced 
in with wire, and the wire is usually barbed. . . . Agricultural 
motors have not yet been imported into this country. It is 
probable that there is a good opening for such, provided that due 
study of the special conditions of the soil were made and the 
necessary alterations effected. 


“ Articles in demand were the same as in 1904, and inciude all 
tools and machinery connected with or required 


Building Material «os oult f pene peterse" 1] 
and Other in agriculture and stock-raising, iron pillars 
petites: ten and joists for house building, house fittings, 
peait electric fittings, of all sorts, paints and the 


usual necessaries and most of the luxuries of 
any modern Latin city where there are about four months of 
cold weather and eight of warm. 


‘One most important branch of import business is in pure-bred 

stock. The highest price paid in the country 

Pure-bred Stock. for an imported bull was 3,300/., given for 

Durham, bred at Windsor. The import of 

blood-stock during the year has been as follows :—Cattle, 1,400 

head ; horses, 500; sheep, 5,500; pigs, 180; of these the United 

‘ Kingdom supplied practically all the cattle, sheep and pigs, and 
also half of the horses; 350 sheep were from New Zealand. 


‘¢ The most important of the railway works at present on hand are 
- probably the extension of the narrow-gauge 


C . mn ay nd line from Rosario to Buenos Ayres, thus 
ae arog 4 connecting the Federal capital with Jujuy in 


the north and Rioja and Catamarca in the 
north-west ; the scheme for having a train ferry from Entre 
Rios across the Parana to some port in the province of Buenos 
Ayres, from which a line on the Entre Rios gauge will be run into 
Buenos Ayres; and the Pacific Railway Company’s extension 
connecting Bahia Blanca with San Rafael and other parts of the 
west of the Republic. 

‘‘ Some very difficult and important work is being done on the 
extension of the narrow-gauge line north of Jujuy towards Bolivia 
and on the branch of the same line from Perico wid Ledesma 
towards Oran. 

“ These two lines run along old-established track routes to 
Bolivia, The country they pass through is very mountainous and 
rough and is traversed by wide rivers. It is anticipated that 
when completed these lines will tap the trade of the central and 
eastern regions of Bolivia.” (Foren Office, Annual Series, 3,557.) 
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JAPAN. 
The Acting British Consul-General at Christiania (Mr. E. F. Gray), 
Canadian Wood in reporting that no small amount of Nor- 
Pul wegian pulp has recently been shipped from 
P. Trondhjem to Japan vié Hamburg, remarks 
that this may be worth the attention of Canadian wood-pulp 
manufacturers. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,555.) 





FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 


NETHERLANDS, 
With reference to the notice on p. 252 of the “ Board of Trade 

Exhibition of Journal” of the 8th February, H.M. Consul at 
Dutch Colonial Amsterdam (Mr. W. C. Robinson) reports that 

Produce the Amsterdam Department of the Colonial 
; Museum at Haarlem are exhibiting, during the 
second quarter of the present year, certain products in the offices 
of the Commercial Intelligence Bureau, Oudebrugsteeg, 
Amsterdam, among which may be noted the following :— 

A collection of Stassfurt Kali salts, as fertilisers for tropical 
estates; Java jute, grown at Karang-anjer—yarns and woven ; 
Java cotton (Samarang)—this sample is short-stapled and can 
only be used for mixing purposes; Djambi cotton—KEgyptian 
and Palembang cotton grown in Moeara Tambesi ; an instrument 
(ring-knife) used to make incisions in Hevea rubber trees ; Brazil 
kapok in three varieties. 


GERMANY—BAVARIA, 
H.M. Consul at Munich (Mr. L. Buchmann) reports that an 
Exhibitions of exhibition of appliances used in the public- 
siti henin enh house trade will be held at Augsburg from 
Ue a Re 16th June to lst July. This exhibition is local 
A 5 and under the patronage of Prince Ludwig of 
yymanee. Bavaria. 

Mr. Buchmann further reports that an exhibition of machinery, 
utensils and materials used in the brewing trade will be held at 
Munich from the 19th to 30th May. Particulars may be obtained 
from 2 Theresienhoehe, Munich. 


FRANCE. 


The United States Consul-General at Paris reports that, in accor- 
Sntinicahtoael dance with a decree issued by the Ministry of 
Colonial Public Instruction and Fine Arts, there will be 
Exhibition at held at the Grand Palais of the Champs 
Paris Klysees in Paris, from July to November, 
1906, an International Colonial Exhibition 
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which will:include within its scope all products of the soil, forests, 
mines, fisheries, and manufactures of every kind from the colonial 
possessions of France and other nations, together with imple- 
ments, machinery, habitations, and appliances which pertain 
to every form of industry and phase of colonial life and trade. 
Collections of woods, fibres, minerals, and domestic utensils are 
especially in request. 

Applications for space should be addressed to the Commissariat- 
General, Colonial Exhibition, No. 64, Rue Tiquetonne, Paris, and 
should be sent so as to be received, registered, and the desired 
space assigned before 30th June, 1906, 





COMMITTEE ON DANGER TO MEN IN RAILWAY 
SERVICE. 


The President of the Board of Trade has appointed Lieut.-Col. 
H. A. Yorke, R.E., C.B., Chief Inspecting Officer of Railways : 
Mr. Robert Turnbull, of the London and North Western Railway 
Company; and Mr. Richard Bell, M.P., to be a Committee to 
examine and test appliances designed to diminish danger to men 
employed in railway service. 

Mr. J. P. S. Main, Assisting Inspecting Officer of Railways, 
Board of Trade, has been appointed to act as Secretary to the 
Committee. 





BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Norway.—In his report for 1905, the Acting British Consul- 
General at Christiania (Mr. E. F. Gray) writes:—‘“It may be 
mentioned here that it is the custom to send home to the Board of 
Trade such particulars and samples as can be obtained of contracts 
open to public competition. These are chiefly municipal and 
Government contracts for such goods as clothing for the army and 
navy, coal (locomotive and gas), telegraph and telephone materials, 
fencing, rails, tarpaulins, railway tools, files, pipes, and tubing. 
It is true a certain amount of preference is shown by the 
Government, though not necessarily by the municipal authorities, 
to Norwegian manufacturers where such exist and compete, but 
there are many cases in which such are absent, and others are 
therefore on an’equal footing as regards treatment in regard to 
preference. . . . In the case of Government contracts, it is 
desired that tenders shall be sent in by agents—of what nationality 
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is immaterial—who reside in Norway in order to facilitate negotia- 
tions for the authorities, an exception being however made on 
recent occasions in the case of navy contracts, which, in the case 
of foreign firms ‘“ well known” to the authorities, may be tendered 
for direct. A list of persons likely to be prepared to tender for 
British firms is sent home to the Board of Trade from time to time 
for the information of applicants, thus effecting a saving of time 
when the period allowed for tendering is short. On the other 
hand, it should be noted that comparatively new firms have pro- 
bably little chance of obtaining these contracts, there being a ten- 
dency to avoid giving them to firms if any doubt exists in the 
minds of the authorities as to the would-be contractor’s complete 
ability to carry out the contract.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
3,595.) 

Buenos Ayres.—H.M. Consul at Buenos Ayres (Mr. A. C. 
Ross, C.B.) says, in his report for 1905 on the trade of his district, 
that opportunities for extension of British trade appear to exist in 
every direction and in every line of business. The United 
Kingdom or her colonies contribute to all of the 763 headings 
under which imports are classified, except in special products 
grown only in certain districts, such as oranges, petroleum, 
coffee, wood-pulp, certain timbers, &c.; but although this is the 
case the British contribution. to many classes of manufactured 
goods is still very small. 

Mr. Ross considers that good travellers are indispensable, as the 
personal element enters largely into business. The market for all 
goods, save those connected with farming, is limited, as the city 
population is small. The cost of living is very high; 1 dol. paper 
(1s. 9d.) has the purchasing power of ls. Advertising of the most: 
extensive and elaborate character is much in vogue. Spanish is 
the language of the country and the Argentine paper dollar the 
currency. The metric system of weights and measures is the one 
used. There are no hard and fast terms of business. The terms 
and time of payment differ in every class of business and often 
with different houses in the same class, and are matters for 
arrangement. 

Mr. Ross points out that letters for the British Consulate should 
be addressed to His Britannic Majesty’s Consul, Buenos Ayres; 
telegrams to Breastrail, Buenos Ayres. : 

Enquiries for addresses of firms doing business in Argentina 
should be made to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, where a directory of the Republic is filed for 
reference. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,557.) 


| Note.—Special lists of traders in different branches of trade, 
received from the Consul, may also be consulted by British traders 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch. | 
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OUTPUT OF CERTAIN MINERALS AND METALS 
IN THE WORLD. 


The colonial and foreign section of the Mines and Quarries 
Report for the year 1904 (referred to on p. 241), contains a table 
showing the output of certain minerals and metals (contained in 
or obtained from ore raised) in the United Kingdom, British 
Colonies and Possessions, and foreign countries during 1904, 
which may be summarised as follows :— 
































United british =| Foreign || Total for the 
Kingdom. ——— hans | Countries. | World. 

Coal... Metric tons | 236,158,188 28,526,048 | 621,813,486 || 886,497,722 
Copper... 3 501 63,894 640,983 705,378 
Fine gold _ Kilos. 545 305,588 209,994 | 516,127 
Iron... Metric tons 4,597,018 478,328 89,061,140 || 44,136,486 
Lead ... 20,156 203,038 699,055 | 922,249 
Petroleum — 551,548 27,441,433 || 27,992,981 
Salt L. 1,921,989 1,387,283 10,506,877 || 13,816,149 
Fine silver Kilos. 4,967 620,662 4,274,602 || 4,900,231 
Tin ... Metric tons 4,198 58,723 39,843 | 102,764 
Zine 10,428 23.628 602,280 636,336 



























It is important to note that the quantities of iron, and indeed 
the quantities of the other metals included in the above table are 
those which are considered obtainable from the ores raised in the 
countries in question, and must not necessarily be taken as a 
measure of the metallurgical industries of these countries. ‘The 
total value of the figures shown in the table may be roughly taken 
as representing over 660,000,000/. 

The total amount of coal produced in the world in 1904 as 
shown above, amounted to 886 million tons, the value of which is 
estimated at more than 295,000,000/. The following figures show 
the main sources from which the coal supply of the world is 


































obtained :— 
1903. | 1904. 
| 
Countries. | 
Quantity. Value. | Quantity. | Value. 
} j 
Metric Tons. Po Metric Tons. £ 
United States of America..| 324,190,000 | 103,434,000 || 319,613,000 91,338,000 
Great Britain ...| 234,030,000 88,226,000 || 236,158,000 83,851,000 
Germany ... .| 162,457,600 55,629,000 || 169,450,000 57,298,000 
Austria-Hungary . 40,161,000 | 10,271,000 |} 40,530,000 | 10,074,000 
France 34,905,000 19,566,000 34,167,000 18,177,000 
Belgium 23,796,000 | 12,359,000 || 22,761,000 | 11,465,000 
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COAL FIELDS OF BRAZIL. 


According to the “ Brazilian Review” of 13th March, Dr. White, 
the Commissioner appointed by the Government to investigate the 
coal deposits of Brazil (see “ Board of Trade Journal” of Ist 
September, 1904, p. 413) has finished his work, and is engaged in 
drawing up his report. The United States Consul-General at Rio 
de Janeiro has, with the sanction and revision of Dr, White, com- 
piled a report embodying some of the results obtained, from which 
it appears that the coal formation of Brazil begins in Northern 
Siio Paulo, near the border of Minas Geraes, and extends south- 
westward across the States of Parandé, Santa Catharina and Rio 
Grande do Sul, probably passing into Uruguay and Argentina. 

It was formerly supposed that the coal beds of Brazil existed 
only in narrow and separate geological basins which had never 
been connected, but the studies of Dr. White have shown that the 
coal formation is continuous from the State of S. Paulo into and 
across that of the Rio Grande do Sul. 

There is one main coal horizon near the top of the coal-bearing 
series above described, which appears to be continuous from Santa 
Catharina into Rio Grande do Sul, and it is possibly the same coal 
horizon which extends northward through the States of Parana 
and Séo Paulo. 

This main bed is thin (25-30 centimetres) in Sao Paulo, at least 
where exposed at the surface, but thickens to 50 centimetres in 
Parand ; to nearly a metre in Santa Catharina; and to nearly two 
metres in Rio Grande do Sul, thus exhibiting @ progressive increase 

‘southward. 

In Santa Catharina, and Rio Grande do Sul, two or three other 
thin beds of coal occur within the next 175 feet below the main 
coal horizon, but none is of much economic importance, with the 
possible exception of one bed in a limited area near Minas de 
T'ubarao, in Santa Catharina, which, coming at the base of the 
coal bearing series, thickens to about a metre and a half. Its 
weathered exposures (it has been mined but a short distance 
underground) contain so much slaty material, however, that its 
economic value is quite doubtful. 

The coal from the main or upper bed is practically of the same 
quality from Sao Paulo to Rio Grande do Sul, and always contains 
much sulphur and slaty material, the coal as mined for commercial 
purposes having 25 'to 35 per cent. of ash, of which 2 to 5 per cent. 
is sulphur in the form of nuggets of iron pyrites, and hence the 
coal in its crude state is too impure for general commercial purposes. 

Dr. White sent several tons of the coal to Germany for experi- 
mental purposes, and the results of the tests made by the Hum- 
boldt Engineering Works, at Kalk, near Cologne, in crushing, 

washing and briquetting the coal, are quite encouraging, since it 
was found possible to remove practically all of the sulphur, and to 
reduce the ash to 12 or 13 per cent. in 33 per cent. of coal, while 
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Coal Fields of Brazzil. 





in 42 per.cent. of the remainder the ash is reduced to 26 per cent., 
and the sulphur is practically eliminated. 

The coal, like all of the beds in the latest carboniferous series, 
contains more combined water than the earlier formed coals, and 
hence its effective heat of combustion is thereby decreased below 
that of Cardiff coal—the single determination of a briquette made 
from the coal of 8. Jeronymo in Rio Grande do Sul having given 
12,500 British Thermal Units as its heating value,when the ash is 
reduced to 12 to 13 per cent. 

The Consul-General adds ‘The most useful feature of Dr. White’s 
report, as far as Brazil is concerned, is, that it will clear the situa- 
tion. While it will destroy the too sanguine expectations of the 
optimists, it will prove that there is no lack of coal in Southern 
Brazil, which may be washed into usefulness.” 





JAVA BEANS, AND THEIR USE AS A CATTLE FOOD. 


The March issue of the “ Journal” of the Board of Agriculture 
contains an article relative to the poisoning of cattle by “ Java” 
beans (the brown-purple description of the ‘‘ Phaseolus lunatus,”) 
which concludes as follows:—‘ The Board (of Agriculture) think 
that farmers, dairymen, &c., should exercise great caution before’ 
using meal made from any but the white form of these beans, while 
millers, dealers and middlemen generally, should be very car eful to 
see that the beans or bean meal sold by them do not possess any 
poisonous qualities. 


“Tt may be pointed out that the sale of beans or bean meal 
possessing poisonous or injurious properties may not only result in 
the seller being compelled to recoup the purchaser any loss incurred 
by the consumption of the stuff, but the seller will also be liable to 
be prosecuted under the Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs Act of 
1893.” 
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PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


JAPAN. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 166 of the 
“ Journal” for the 26th April, on the subject 


Bonen a of the revision of the J apanese Customs Tariff 
Customs Tariff. the Board of Trade are now in receipt, through 


the Foreign Office, of a further telegram from 
H.M. Ambassador at Tokio, to the effect that translations of the 
new draft Tariff and Tariff Law have been prepared by H.M. 
Embassy. These documents will be open to inspection, when 
received, at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

The new Tariff Law proposes to permit the refund of the duties 
paid on the materials used in the case of certain articles (to be 
subsequently specified) manufactured from imported materials and 
exported to foreign countries. It is also proposed to levy counter- 
vailing duties on hounty-fed goods. Coal is to be free of duty ; 
also ships’ stores supplied to ships in open ports. 





TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH: 


A copy of a Supplement (No. 64) to the Customs Tariff Guide, 
dated 16th March last, has been received giving 


oe Customs decisions relating to the rates of duty 
leviable on various articles imported into the 
Commonwealth. 


The following are the principal decisions given :— 





Articles, and how classed. sae 





Bags, vegetable parchment, without printed matter thereon— 
As puper bags... one eee sae oes ce oes 5s, per cwt. 
*Blowing engine “Reidlers,” for lead-silver smelting 
furnace— 
As machinery .. Free. 
*Globes and shades for electric incandescent lamps (not 
being bulbs)— 
As glassware, n.e.i.  ... 20 % ad val, 
Labels (paper) with the traders’ name or other advertising 
matter printed thereon— 

As paper, advertising matter, or manufactured stationery | 3d. per lb. or 25 % 
ad val, (whichever 
is the higher). 
Onions, dried, in cardboard boxes— 

As vegetables, dried and concentrated ... joe nies 15 &% ad val. 


* Revised decision, 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 








AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH—continued 








' Articles, and how classed. Rates o Import 











| Luty. 
p aint, white sanitary (Wilkinson, Heywood & Clark) con- 
taining resinous matter— 
As varnishes ... ae ial oct én ... | 1s,9d. per gall. 
Plates, “ metal lock ” or “ finger ” — | 
As manufactures of metals, Mas. 2440 | 20 % ad val. 
Pug mill and disintegrator combined, for brickmaking— 
As machinery, n.e.i. ... one von _ see eh | ae 
Sheets, tinned steel Pe bee od on be ... | £ree “(antil other- 
| wise proclaimed). 





Silk, artificial, substitute for silk— 


‘As piece- -goods, silk ... as bes 15 % ad val. 
Tie bars or rods (railway) used for the same pur pose as tie 


As rails, fish-plates, tie-plates, &c. ... 


| 
plates— fe} 
Vibrating and manicuring machine— | 


As electrical machinery and appliances, n.e.i. ms 
Wafers, grape-nut— 
As biscuits ols ont ove 1d. per lb. 








The ‘“‘@ommonwealth of Australia Gazette” for 17th. March last 
Free henientette contains a Notice dated 13th March, (1906, 
of Military providing for the free importation of “ military 
Getias ele =: collar pads,” used in the manufacture of 


saddlery and harness within the Common- 
wealth. 


The same issue of the ‘“‘ Gazette” also contains a Notice, dated 
13th March last, which provides fora drawback 
Drawbacks. of duty upon the undermentioned imported 
materials used in the manufacture of articles 
within the Commonwealth, upon the exportation of such manu- 
factured articles, under certain conditions :— 
Furs, in the piece, used in the manufacture of apparel. 





SOUTH AFRICAN CUSTOMS UNION: 


The Board of Trade have received from the South African Customs 

. Statistical Bureau, Cape Town, copies of Sup- 
plements (Nos. 1 and 2) to the Customs Union 
Tariff, giving decisions relating to the rates of 
duty leviable on various articles imported into any part of the 
South African Customs Union. 


Customs 
Decisions. 
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SOUTH AFRICAN CUSTOMS UNION-—continued. 
The following are the principal decisions given :— | 





General Rates of 


Articles. Im port Duty. 





SUPPLEMENT No. l. 


Cards for “Pit” and similar round games __... pee ses 10 & ad val. 
Dog medicines, patent or proprietary ... > ee 
Harlene, koko, tatcho, glycerine and cucumber, sozodont, 

frizella, and other similar articles... ded bee rea 25 % 
Maple syrup “ ee eo eos ane .-. | 38. 6d. per 100 Ibs. 
Oil—eucalyptus and ‘sandal — 25 % ad val. 
Pipe fittings, where bond fide for attachment to, and forming 

part of pipes, to be rated as piping ... ove one we i. a 
Ends and other articles not attached to pipes... ose nae > 

9 

Vinegar, toilet and bay rum oes oe eos ose — ot oa 
Virol . ‘ ons wie bea ode bas see ies oy 
Wine of Cardui_... ane oes e+e eee ove oes , > aa 
Wooden spokes, and hubs for wheels, when fashioned but not 

finished and ready for setting up Nee “de eae ebe 10 % 
Electrical materials and articles* one seh ba ... |23 % or 10 °/ ad val. 

SUPPLEMENT NO. 2 
Bone mills (hand) ... obe see eee ose os5 one Free. 
Cottolene ... pe sn oan eee nen aes eee 10 % ad val. 
China clay ... “ eee pee os ie 
Cardboard collapsible eg g boxes, ‘partitioned | ap eee Free. 
Calvert’s carbolic soap for cattle, and medicated carbolic soap 4d. per lb. 
Demi-johns ... ont ose eee eee 10 ¥% ad val. 
Felloes, rims, shafts, &e., unfinished ob ase ne én + 2 
Kepler's extract of malt wei as ons ose ove ote ie 
Labels for sheeps’ ears... ose eee eee eee eee 10 Zo . 
Lye-brushes .. # d0 og as ~ _ pan ah of 
Motor cycles, parts of ioe nie pe of sea ae 102% *H 
» if capable of being used for ordinary 

cycles . des pee see _ poe 8 ea eo 
Neutrex pia ian nel pe ian wa ta bee 80:75 *% 
Nuttose ove sss eee sae ode eee se wes 10 ° 
Pork and beans _... A oe the sie ~ oe ld. per ‘To. 
Post hole diggers or augers a ae a we Free. 
Presentation cups for public competition one oe one Free. 
Prizes for Gun Club, for competition by members thereof ... 10 &% ad val. 
Railway signals imported for use of tramway companies ... a» a 
Road sweepers, drawn and driven by cattle power... pee . } ar 
Thorley’s vitum, food for cattle, andovum ... Ae oe Free. 

” lactifer ... ont eve 10 &% ad val. 
Tomato soup, unless containing meat or - meat extracts sai  » a 
Tonquin beans, whole or crushed.. a pe me oe 10° ss 

9 oil . sa ” init waa nai >) a 
Wrapping paper for fruit . doa de ae _ ade 10% i. 








* An extensive list of articles is given, which may be seen at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


It is also stated that Carter’s and Spratt’s “ Bird Seeds” may 
be granted preferential treatment if accompanied by the necessary 
certificate of origin. No preference is to be granted on “ Sponges,” 
but “Eucalyptus Oil” and “Lucca Oil” may be granted preferential 
treatment, provided that the certificate shows that the’ refining 
process in the United Kingdom constitutes 25 per cent. of the 
value of the article. 











Phe SER NERE TE CE ERE AB EG EE Sa ; 
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BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 


A copy of the ‘“ British Central Africa Gazette” for 28th 

Rate of February last has been received which contains 

widen a Customs Notice, notifying that from Ist 

ge. March, 1906, and until further notice, the 

following will be the rate of exchange, for Customs purposes, for 

Portuguese and Indian currency within the British Central Africa 
Protectorate :— 


Portuguese currency, 4,500 reis to the 1J. sterling. 
Indian currency, 15 rupees to the Il. sterling. 





ST. VINCENT. 


A copy of the “Customs Duties Ordinance, 1905” (No. 11 of 

ad 1905) has been received, directing that the 

Aaniiaas Baty cations! duty of 10 per cent. on duties 

aes yeas leviable under the Customs Import Tariff 

, Ordinances (Nos. 2 and 11 of 1895 and 4 of 

1902) on goods imported into St. Vincent shall be continued in 
force during the calendar year 1906. 





EGYPT: 


The Egyptian “Journal Officiel” for the 14th April contains a 
Valuation Tariff revised Valuation Tariff for assessing import 
pn " a duties on hemp and jute cloth, sacks, and 
yj “ss an a * twine. This Tariff, which came iniho force on 
na Hye 7 SACKS the 17th April, and is to remain in operation 
res for one year,.or until denunciation, is as 
follows :— 





| 
Valuation per kilog.* 


Articles. 





Indian European 
Sacks. Sacks. 








Milliemes.f | Milliémes.+ 
Hessian jute or hemp sacks, made of plain —_ 








common quality... 27% 324 
Twilled hessian jute or hemp sacks, common quality... 184 22 
Hessian jute or hemp cloth, plain or twilled, common u ~~ — 

quality, not exceeding 44d. per at for the ene 325 
Jute or hemp untwist twine __.... - 28 
Old sacks ... ioe oes oe i ibd eee 144 








* Duty is levied on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. 
¢ 1,000 millitemes = £E 1 = 11. 0s. 6d. 
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RUSSIA (FINLAND). 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the 
Foreign Office, to the effect that the 
import duty on so-called ‘ American 
bacon” (1.e., bacon of any origin from 
which all the flesh has been cut off, and which is used as a 
substitute for butter) imported into Finland has been abolished. 


Duty-Free Admission 
of “ American Bacon.” 





GERMANY. 


Attention is drawn to the fact that, in virtue of the Greco-German 

alent Commercial Treaty of 1884, which is still in 

eettet at force, valonia imported into Germany is free of 

he duty. The Return relating to the “New 

1884—Valonia (UY , A “ae 

Free of Dut German Tariff as modified by Treaties” | Cd. 

y: 2,414], in which valonia is stated to be subject 

to a duty of 2 marks per 100 kilogs., under No. 94 of the Tariff, 
requires to be modified accordingly. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Forsigh Office, a 
copy of the Index to the new German Gestion 
Tariff Index. Tariff, showing, for each separate article ot 
importation, w hether specially mentioned in the 
Tariff or not, under what heading of the Tariff it is dutiable, and 
the rate of duty leviable thereon. 


The Board of Trade have also received a copy of the Instructions 
for the levying of duties under the new Customs 
Tariff. The instructions relate to— __ 

(i.) The various articles of prohibited im- 
portation ; 

(ii.) The regulations for carrying out the provisions of the Tariff 
Law in respect of tare; shipbuilding materials exempt from duty ; 
products of German fisheries exempt from duty; and other similar 
exemptions or special treatments ; 

(iii.) Detailed regulations for carrying out the provisions of the 
Tariff itself, each heading of the Tariff which requires explanation 
being treated in turn. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 

1 p COPY of a German Law which came’ into force 

Deo — . on Ist March respecting the declaration of 

ne ++ mini goods for statistical purposes. The age 
provisions of this Law are as follows :— 


Purposes. 
Declarations.—Article 1.—The declarations of goods siecle 
exported, or passing in transit over the German Customs frontier, 
or sent through foreign countries from one part of Germany to 
another, are to specify, for statistical purposes, the kind, quantity, 
and countries of origin and destination of the goods. These 


Instructions for 
Levying Customs 
Duties. 
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GERMAN Y—continued, 


regulations are not, however, applicable to the Island of Heligoland 
or to the Baden Customs Territory. 

The Bundesrat may direct’ that in the casé of certain goods 
(specified in a supplement to the Statistical Index) the valwe also 
shall be declared. 

The country of origin is the country from which the goods are 
consigned ; the country of destination is the country for which 
they are bound. 

The obligation to declare goods does not apply to (i.) articles 
enumerated in paragraphs 1, 3, 11, 13 and 14 of Article 6 of the 
Tariff Law* (certain goods exempt from duty, such as travellers’ 
baggage, articles imported by immigrants, samples, &c.); (1i.) 
parcels of duty-free goods weighing 250 grammes or less. 

Ariwle 4.—As regards goods which are liable to Customs or 
other duties, the declaration in writing made at the time of 
importation or exportation serves also as the declaration for 
statistical purposes. The countries of origin and destination must, 
however, be specified in the declaration forms ; and the particulars 
as to the kind and quantity of the goods must, at the time of 
Customs clearance, be completed in accordance with the provisions 
of the present Law. 

Statistical Fees.—Article 11.—A statistical fee for goods which 
have to be declared in writing is levied in accordance with the 
following tariff :— 


Pfennig. 
1. For goods wholly or partly packed ... 500 kilogs. 5 
2. For goods not packed . és sb LIB cigs 5 


3. For coal, coke, peat, wood, conceals, potatoes, ores, 
stones, salt, raw iron, cement, manures, raw 
materials for spinning and other “bulk goods ” 
(massengiiter) to be specified by the Bundesrat, 
in waggon-loads, vessels or rafts, packed or not + 

10,000 kilogs. 10 

4. Horses, mules, asses, cattle, pigs, sheep and 
goats .. <3 . Five 5 

No fee is charged for other living animals which are not secured 
in boxes, &c. 

Article 12.—The following goods (among others) are exempt 
from statistical fees :— 

Goods forwarded under Customs supervision; goods deposited 
in Customs warehouses before payment of Customs duty; goods 
entering into free circulation after payment of import duty; goods 
exported in discharge of taxes or duties; goods passing in transit 
through Germany with direct waybill ; goods for exhibition ; 





* See pp. 6-7 of Parliamentary Paper Cd. 1,479 (German “General” Tariff). 
+ A list of these ‘* bulk goods” is given in the “ Statistical Index ” : see next page. 
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GERMAN Y—continued. 


articles specified in paragraph 2 of Article 6 of the Tariff Law ;* 
goods sent by post; other parcels of goods of under 20 kilogs. 
gross weight. 

Annexed to the Law are the regulations to give effect thereto, 
which have been approved by the Bundesrat, together with 
specimens of the different forms on which the statistical declara- 
tion has to be made, according as the goods are for importation, 
exportation (by sea or land), or transit, 


Another volume, which has also been received at the Board of 
Statistical Index Trade; contains the index of headings under 
Ps ? which articles should be classified for statistical 
P purposes; also lists of “bulk goods” (mas- 
sengiiter) on which a reduced statistical fee is levied (see Article 
11 above); and lists of goods which have to be declared in some 
special manner, ¢.g., by number, measure, or value, instead of by 
weight; or by the use of the commercial designation in conjunc- 
tion with the statistical number. 


Copies of all these documents may be seen at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 738, Basinghall Street, 
q.C. 





GERMANY—ETHIOPIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
Treaty of translation of the Treaty of Friendship and 


Siieniiiie iad Commerce between Germany and Ethiopia, 
PO hed which was signed at Adis Abeba on the 7th 


Commerce. March, 1905. 

The Treaty provides that the subjects and protected persons of 
either of the contracting parties are to enjoy complete freedom of 
residence, travel, commerce, and industry in the territories of the 
other; and, further, that each of the contracting parties shall 
grant to the subjects and protected persons of the other all rights, 
advantages, and privileges, which it has conferred, or shall in 
future confer, on the subjects of a third State, especially as regards 
Customs duties, internal taxes, and jurisdiction. It is to come 
into force one month after its ratification by the German Govern- 
ment, and is to remain in force for a period of 10 years, and 
thereafter until one year after its denunciation by either 
Contracting Party. 





* Fish, seals, &c., and products thereof. 
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FRANCE-—HAITI, 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 313 of the 
*“ Journal” for the 16th November last, 
relative to the denunciation of the Commercial 
C Convention of 1900 between France and Haiti, 
onvention of =a, Board of Trad h ¢] 
1900. e Board of Trade are in receipt, throug the 
Foreign Office, of information to the. effect that 
the Convention has been further prolonged, by agreement between 
the two Governments, until the 30th October, 1906. 


Prolongation 
of Commercial 





ITALY—-NEW COMMERCIAL TREATY WITH 
AUSTRIA~-HUNGARY. 


Schedule of Italian Import Duties (continued from p. 176 of last 
week's “ Journal”) :— 








— Articles. | Unit. "Dity. 
| | Lire cts. 
197 | Music, printed or lithographed— | 
Loose or stitched shi ae om ioe” — Free 
Bound in any manner ... one _ --- | 100 kilogs.; 20 00 
Ez 199 | Hides and skins— 
(a) Raw, green or dry— | 
Unfit for manufacture into furriers’ | 
Wares ax. “ee — Free 
For manufacture into furriers’ wares . —_ Free 
(Tanued, with the hair). 
Ad (b) Ncte—Skins for furriers’ warcs are duti- 


able under No. 199 (b) even if, in con- 
sequence of injuries due, for example, to 
tanning or dyeing, they have been patched 
up or mended in an imperfect manner. 
Ex (a) Without the hair, tanned and finished— 
Other (i.e. other than lamb and kid 
leather for gloves, and sole leather) ... | 100 kilogs. 70 00 
Ad 201 Note.—Fur collars, boas, and caps (except 
trimmed caps for ladies) with or without 
linings, ribbons, and cords of silk, or cther 
ornaments, are dutiable under No. 201. 
Ez 205 | Boots and shoes— 
(a) Of all kinds, of Jeather or of stuffs, with the 





exception of silk and velvet. ... 100 pairs | 100 00 
(d) Of india-rubber, lined or trimmed with stuffs - 125 00 
207 | Leather wares not specially mentioned .. ove | 100 kilogs.| 100 00 


Note.—The importer of valises and travel. | 
ling bags, except those fitted with toilet requi- | 
sites and other articles for travellers, has the 


option of paying a duty of ... sie wed Each 2 80 
Ez 211 | Cast iron— 
(a) For refining or casting, in pigs . _ 100 kilogs.. 1 00 


Note.— Ferro-manganese containing up to 
30 per cent. of manganese is dutiable under | 
this heading. 














May 3, 1906. ] 





THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


221 





Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





ITALY—-NEW COMMERCIAL TREATY WITH 


ee 


Taritf 
No. 


AUSTRIA~HUNGARY—continued. 





| Artic'es. 


Unit. 


Rate of 
Duty. 





211 
Er (b) 


Ex (+) 


Ex (a) 


212 


213 
(2) 


(9) 


Ad 214 


‘ 





(a) & (d) 


Cast Iron—continued. 





In rough castings— | 
Exe 2. Other articles (i.e., other than | 
articles for furniture, ornament, or domes- 
tic use), except those weighing less than | 

500 grammes ... 

Note.—Articles included under No. 211d 
may have a rough coat of paint (red lead or | 
a like) or tar, without being subject on 
that account to a higher duty. 

Articles of cast iron are regarded as rough 
and are dutiable under No. 211 d, even if they 
have undergone after casting a rough process 
of scouring with a view to the removal of the 
traces of casting, provided they have not 
received any further working. 

In castings, planed, turned, or otherwise 
wrought— 

Ex 2. Other articles (7.e., otherthan articles 
for furniture, ornament, or domestic use), 
except these weighing less than 500 
grammes “ 

In castings, with fittings of other metals, or 
tinned, enamelled, nickelled, varnished, oxi- | 
dised, lacquered, &c.— : | 

Ee 1. Lamps and parts thereof of cast iron, | 
with or without fittings or ornaments of | 
zinc, tinned, enamelled, nickelled, var- | 
nished, oxidised, or lacquered ‘os ia 

Ex2. Other articles, (7.e., other than articles 
for furniture, 0: nament, or domestic use), 
except those weighing less than 500 grammes 

Wrought iron, crude, in blooms, and steel in 
ingots ove ove eee eee eee 
Wrought iron and steel— 
Rolled or hammered, in rods or bars oc any 
section— | 

Not having in section any diameter or 
side of 7 mm. , or less ... 

Having in section one or more diameters 
or sides of 7 mm., or less, but greater 
than 5 mm. Ses cee 

Having in section one or more sicles 
or diameters of 5 mm. or less... 

Drawn in wire— 

Of a diameter of 5 mm. or "eg but 
more than 14 mm. ° : 

Of a diameter of 14 mm. or less... nt 

Note.—Wire merely annealed is not duti- 
able as oxidised wire, but is included under 
No. 213 (0). 

In sheets or plates, having a thickness of — 

4mm.andmore ... ese 

Less than 4 and more than 1} mm. 

13 mm. or less - 

Note —Tempered steel is assimilated ‘to noL- 
tempered steei. 














| 100 kilogs. 


29 
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2? 
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12 
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00 
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ITALY-NEW COMMERCIAL TREATY WITH 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY —continued. 





Tariff 
No. 


Articles. 


| Rate of 


Duty. 





(a) & (0) 


Ex 218 
Ee (a) 


Ex (b) 





Rails for railways of iron and steel 


Tubes of 


iron or steel, made of sheet metal 


having a thickness of — 


4 mm. 


or more ... 


Less than 4 and more than 1, mm. ove 
1} mm. or less 
Coarse manufactures of i1on or steel, wrought 0 or 


cast— 


Weighing 50 kilogs. and over ; 
‘ Weighing less than 50 but more e than & 5 ; kilogs. 
Wrought nails of iron or steel, even if machine- 
polished or having a blue tempering-colour 
produced by fire eos 
Iron and steel of second manufacture— 
Principally composed of large pieces of iron 
or steel— 


Ex 1. Rods, 


bo 


. Oxidised, enamelled, nickelled. 


planed, 
over a 


bars, and sheets, 
filed, turned, perforated, Xc., 
small part of their surface only 


. Planed, filed, turned, perforated, &e., 





over the w hole or a lange part of their | 


surface ... : id 


. Coated with tin, ‘lead, zine, lacquered, 


or varnished .... bos 

with 
accessory parts of other metals, or in 
combination with glass or eeramic 
products ... . os - 


Principally composed of small pieces of iron 
or steel, except cables of iron or steel 
wire— 


Ex 1. Rods, bars, and sheets, planed, 


filed, turned, perforated, &c.,. over a 
small part of their surface only oe 


2. Planed, filed, turned, perforated, Xc., 


over the whole or a large part of their 
surface— 

Vessels (pans, pails, &c.), of sheet 
iron or steel, polished only in the 
interior ; also shoeing nails 

Other ... 


3. Coated with tin, lead, zine, lacquered 


or varnished 


4, Oxidised, enamelled, nickelled, with 


Note 1 to No. 218. 


accessory parts of other metals, or in 
combination with glass or ceramic 
products (except domestic utensils 
and vessels of enamelled iron) 

Wares of sheet iron 


which, after manufacture, are coated with 
zinc or lead, or lacquered or varnished, fall 
under No. 218 (@) 3 and (0) 3, so far as the 
Tariff Index at present in force classifies 


them 


for treatment as “manufactures, ac- 
b] 


cording to the nature of the material of 


which they consist.” 





100 kilogs. 


? 


99 


”? 


29 








Lire. cts. 


6 


12 
14 
17 


10 


13 


20 


16 
17 


17 


30 


00 


00 
00 
00 


00 
00 


00 


00 


50 


O0 
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ITALY—-NEW COMMERCIAL TREATY WITH 
AUSTRIA-HUNGAR Y—continued. 





Rate of 
Duty. 


Tariff 


No. Articles. Unit. 





218 | Iron and steel of second manufacture—cont. 
Note 1 cont.—If these wares aresubsequently 

oxidised, nickelled, enamelled, or fitted with 

other metals, they are dutiable under No. 

218 (a) 4 and (db) 4. 

Note 2.—Strong boxes are classified under 
No. 218 (@) 2 and (6) 2, even if they are 
| lacquered, or have usual accessories of other 
metals, whether gilt or ornamented or not. ‘| 

If they are wholly or partly burnished or 
nickelled, they are dutiable under No. 218 
(a) 4 and (bd) 4. 

However, strong boxes burnished or 
nickelled only as regards the ordinary acces- 
sories, even if ornamented, are dutiable 
under No. 218 (a) 2 and (b) 2. 

Note 3.—Iron sheets nickelled or oxidised | 
after manufacture (except those included 
under Nos. 220 and 221), as also wares of 
, such sheets, so far as, in accordance with the 
present Tariff Index, they are classified as 
‘‘ manufactures, according to the nature of 
the material of which they are composed,” 
fall under No. 218 (6) 4. Lacquered iron 
sheets and wares thereof are dutiable under 
No. 218 (b) 3. 

Ad 220 | Note.—Iron sheets and plates falling under Nos. 
& 221 220 and 221, nickelled, lacquered, painted, or 

with impressed designs, as also wares of such 

sheets and plates, in so far as, in accordance 
with the present Tariff Index, they are to be 
classified as **manufactures, according to the 
nature of the material of which they are com- 

posed,”’ are dutiable under No. 220 (a) 2 or (6) 2, 

at the rate of 19 or 21 lire per 100 kilogs., or 

under No. 221 (a) 2 or (0) 2 at the rate of 20 or | 

| 22 lire per 100 kilogs. If they are combined 
with other materials they are dutiable under 
No. 220 (a) 3 or (0)3 at the rate of 23 or 25 lire 
per 100 kilogs., or under No. 221 (a) 3 or (4) 3 at 
the rate of 24 or 26 lire per 100 kilogs. 

As regards articles in combination with other 
materials (é.g., locks with screws, rings, &c.), 
the provisions of Section 4 of the Preliminary 
Dispositions to the present Tariff Index are ap- 
plicable.* | 























* In accordance with this provision the fact that the accessories of an article 
are made of a different material from the article itself is, in general, disregarded, 
if such accessories are indispensable to the article to which they belong, and are 
incapable of being made of the same material as that.article. 


(To be continued.) 
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ROUMANIA. 


With sialon to the notice which appeared at p. 320 of the 
. ‘ Journal ” for the 15th February on the subject 


A ona of of the time of application of the new Roumanian 
rad Tariff— Customs Tariff, the Board of Trade have now 
Refund of Duties Tece!ved, through the Foreign Office, a transla- 
Overcharged. tion of a Roumanian Ministerial Decree sanc- 


tioning the levying of duty under the old Tariff 
on all goods which had arrived, but had not been declared, in 
Roumania at or before 6 p.m. on the 1oth/28th February, in cases 
where ({i.) the destinees were not advised in time by the forwarding 
departments of the State Railways or Post Offices; or for which 
(ii.) although advised in time, the forwarding offices, while taking 
the necessary measures for the clearance of the goods, had not 
fulfilled in time the formalities of declaration. The Decree also 
provides that the excess duties paid under the new ‘Tariff on goods 
falling under the above conditions will be refunded by the Ministry 
of Finance, and that the Administrations of State Railways and of 
Posts will exempt from warehouse duty such consignments which 
have not yet been taken out of the Administrations’ warehouses. 





NICARAGUA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
information to the effect that the Nicaraguan 


—— oo import duty on common unscented soaps has 
of Vommon Hap. been abolished. 


The Board of Trade are also informed that the exportation of 
silver coin from Nicaragua is henceforth to be 


Free Exportation free of duty. 


of Silver Coin. 





COSTA RICA. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 


translation of a Decree of the President of Costa 

Duty on Liquefied pi.4 dated the 27th January, 1906, fixing the 

— — import. duty on liquefied carbonic acid gas at 15 

- centavos per kilog. (3}¢. per lb.), without 
surcharge. 

Another: Decree of the President of Costa Rica, dated the 2nd 


ge eee February, 1906, prohibits the introduction of 
Deubeweisey certain articles, and modifies the regulations 


Prohibited relating to merchandise in transit by small 
Importation — vassels at Costa Rican ports. The Decree is as 
Transhipment flows :— is 

into Article I.—Article 9 of the Fiscal Code is to 


Small Vessels. },, interpreted as follows :— 
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Article 9.—The introduction of arms, ammunition, warlike material, 
dynamite, and nitro-glycerine, of food stuffs unfit for consumption, and of 
articles which constitute Government monopolies (tobacco and spirits), is 
forbidden. The fact of the disembarkation of these articles of merchandise in 
transit, or of their being found on small vessels within the territorial waters 
of the Republic, defines their introduction for the purposes of this Law. 

Article II.—For the purposes of this Law, the term “small 
vessels ” means vessels of less than 600 tons register. 

In order that the transfer of non-prohibited articles from large 
or small vessels to small vessels may be authorised, the owners 
shall pay to the Customs officer, before such transfer be effected, 
the wharfage and the Customs duties applicable to such articles. 

Similar rules shall apply to re-embarkation in “small vessels,” 
or when small vessels enter the territorial waters of the Republic 
with foreign produce or goods. 

Transfer of goods between large vessels, or re-embarkation in a 
large vessel, will not subject them to payment of dues other than 
those established in Article 93 of the Fiscal’ Code, relating to 
wharfage and re-embarkation dues. 

The above Decree is already in force. 





HONDURAS. 


According to the “ Financial News” for the 28th April, a Decree 
has been issued by the President of Honduras, 





“ a = “ be providing that the port of entry for the district 
Ary tr ene of Puerto Cortes shall on and after 1st May be 
District of Puerto : 
Cortes San Pedro, Puerto Cortes becoming a sub-port 
of entry. 
VENEZUELA: 


With reference to the notice which appears on page 204 of the 
present issue of the “ Journal,” relative to the 


— mat contract concluded by the Government of 
F - a r- ge t Venezuela for the establishment of a cartridge 
po ri ~ iy factory in Caracas, and the free entry of 
mactaeneh machinery, &c., for the same, it is to be noted 


that the importation of any goods of the same 
kind as, or similar to, those manufactured by the company, except 
in the case of special rights already conceded, is prohibited. 





BOLIVIA, 
The Board of Trade have received, from H.M. Consul at La Paz, a 
copy of the new Bolivian Customs Tariff, which 
ier” geal promulgated on the 3lst December last. 
Tariff A copy of the new Tariff (in Spanish) may be 
seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 


73, Basinghall Street, H.C. 
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ECUADOR. 


New Customs Tariff. (Continued from page 178 of the “ Journal” 
for the 26th April) :— 
Consumption Duties on Liquors.—Article 48.—The following 
consumption duties are to be levied on liquors :— 


Sucres. 
Foreign beer is cia ... kilog. (gross) 0°05 
Champagne and sparkling wines ... if 0°25 
Foreign wines ita 8 i - 0:05 
‘All other alcoholic liquors ... i 0-20 


Surcharge.— Article 49 provides for the levying of a surcharge of 
100 per cent. on all the foregoing articles except foreign beer. 

Municipal dues on the introduction of foreign liquors will be 
collected by the Municipalities. 

Special Duties—Article 50.—In addition to the duties and 
surcharges already mentioned, the following articles will also pay 
special duties as follows :— | 

Rough lumber... ... 1 centavo per kilog. 

Sugar ... <s ... 4sucres per ton of 1,000 kilogs. 

Liquors, except wines... 2 per cent.extra on the import dues. 

Article 51 provides for a duty of 1 sucre per ton (weight or 
measurement) on all imported goods, except coal, fresh fruits, and 
plants. 

Porterage Dues.— Article 52 provides for the payment - of 
2 sucres per metric ton on imported goods on account of porterage, 
and for a further surcharge of 20 centavos per ton. 

Export Duties.—Articles 55 to 63 provide for export duties, and 
for various surcharges thereon. The following table comprises a 
complete list of all articles subject to such duties, and the total 
export duty payable per 100 kilogs. :-— 


Sucres. 
Cocoa ii 9 ae a are oe i TE 
Coffee ae ee rn a am sual Jd 
Rubber _... is ona oe ... 20°40 
Ivory Nuts (Tagua) rm din an .. 1874 
Hides me poet ae sai ... 440 
Toquilla | Straw for Hats ... vn rae .. @0°90 
Mocora Straw for Hammocks ... me - sone 
Tobacco... - ... 290 


All other products are 2 free of export duties. 
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BRITISH INDIA—PERSIA,. 


Some years ago the Government of India, being interested in the 
; development of trade with Persia by the Nushki 
Railway Rebate : : 
a route, induced tne North Western Railway of 
on Traffic vid the . . . 
. india to sanction a rebate of one-third on the 
Quetta-Nushki fo: 41, ur algae: Perens 1 b 
Dente relight on trafic going to Persia ; ut no rebate 
was allowed on return traffic. According to the 
‘“ Indian Trade Journal,” the organ of the Commercial Intelligence 
Department of India, the Railway Board have now agreed to in- 
crease the rebate to two-thirds and to extend it to all traffic either 
going to or coming from Persia by the Quetta-Nushki route over 
the North Western Railway. The concession is to hold good for 
three years. 





GERMANY,: 


The “‘ Hamburgische Correspondent” reports that the Hamburg- 
Amerika Lineis startinganewservice of steamers 


~~ Sat from Hamburg and other continental places 
’ ade : to the ports of the Persian Gulf. A desire for 


such a line has often been expressed both by 
reason of the large business already done by Germany in the 
Persian Gulf, and also because of the many opportunities arising 
from the construction of the Bagdad railway. It is pointed out 
that exports from the Gulf to German ports by British ships have 
of recent years considerably increased. Imports which comprise’ 
sugar, cotton goods, copper and iron-ware, are not large, but 
in cotton woven goods and in drugs considerable expansion is 
expected. The export of wool to Germany from the Gulf is 
thought likely to show an advance. 
The line is not subsidised. 





FRENCH WEST AFRICA. 


The following particulars respecting transport facilities in the 

Upper Senegal-Niger territory are taken from 

Svenegers the report of H.M. Consul-General at Dakar 
Pactisties. (Capt. Cromie, C.M.G.) :-— 

The colony of Upper Senegal-Niger comprises the whole of the 
hinterland of West Africa, and includes the great bend of the 
Niger, and the territories enclosed within it. It has no sea port, 
and the bulk of its trade goes. by way of the River Senegal. - 
A considerable proportion, however, especially rubber, goes by way 
of Conakry, and as the Conakry-Niger Railway advances this 
proportion will tend to increase. Again, when the Dahomey 
Railway reaches the neighbourhood of the Niger, all the traffic of 
the eastern portion of the Colony will take that route, and a 
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similar thing will happen for the centre of the bend, but at a 
much later date, when the Ivory Coast Railway reaches the 
Sudan frontier. 

Eventually, therefore, all the French ports from which railways 
start into the interior will take their share of the trade of Upper 
Senegal-Niger, but for the present the main outlet is vid Senegal. 

The River Senegal is navigable only from August to November, 
so that for the rest of the year everything has to be transported by 
means of flat-bottomed lighters, slowly and tediousiy propelled 
by their crews. The project of a railway from Thiés Station, on 
the Dakar-St. Louis Railway, to Kayes is intended to overcome 
this. 

The administrative capital of the colony is at present* Kayes, on 
the River Senegal, but it is to be moved to Bamako on the River 
Niger, as soon as the necessary buildings are completed, some 
time in 1906, 

The Senegal-Niger Railway, about 347 miles in length, connects 
Kayes on the River Senegal with Bamako and Kulikoro on the 
River Niger. It was completed to Kulikoro in December, 1904. 

As trains do not as yet travel at night, it is a two days’ journey 
from Kayes to Kulikoro. 

From Kulikoro the River Niger is navigable for a distance of 
about 1,000 miles down stream, and from Bamako to Kurussa up 
stream, some 225 miles, during a great portion of the year. 

There are now several steamers and motor launches on the river, 


which regularly perform the service between Kulikoro and Kabara, 
the port of Timbuktu. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,543.) 





ITALY, 


In his report on the trade of Genoa for the year 1905, H.M. 

Consul-General (Mr. W. Keene) gives, in 

Port of Genoa. connection with frequent enquiries on the 

subject, a detailed description of the present 

condition of the port together with a map illustrative of the same. 

The report (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,552) may be obtained 
from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., price 83d. 





GREECE. 


According to the recent report of H.M. Consul at Patras (Mr. F. 
B. Wood) it has often been suggested by the 


rm at commercial community of that port that a 
ane ss * regular monthly service of steamers from the 
Bar rorsaamanee med east coast and London calling at Patras, 
Kinedom ang *@™ongst other ports of the Levant, would 
‘oie gradually attract considerable cargo. 


One or two such British lines call at Syra 
* Report dated 20th February. 
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and the Pirzus, but transhipments in Greece are, he says, so 
badly managed during !ocal transit that direct lines are often an 
incitement to importers to purchase their goods in the country 
whence steamers sail even although there might be a slight 


advantage in purchasing elsewhere. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,556.) 





OTTOMAN EMPIRE, 


In connection with the increased commercial prospects of the port 
of Haifa, H.M. Consul-General at Beirut (Mr. 


es R. Drummond Hay, C.M.G.) reports that the 
rs mt depot of goods at Beirut destined for the Hedjaz 


railway is now being transferred to Haifa, and 
in future all the material required for the line will be landed at 
that place. Haifa, he says, has every prospect of becoming a large 
shipping port with the opening up of the branch railway to the 
Hauran and Damascus. Attention is now being givn to the 
harbour question, and the realisation of this part of the enterprise 
will not be long delayed. 

Orders have been received from Constantinople for the construc- 
tion of a line to connect Acre with Haifa. When this work is 
accomplished the headquarters of the Mutessarifiyeh wil] probably 
be transferred to the latter place. This development of Haifa will 
andoubtedly give an impetus to trade in Syria. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The British Commercial Agent in the United States (Mr. E 
;, Seymour Bell) reports that considerable reduc- 

Reduced Railway tions have been made in the railway rates from 
mates ‘trom New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore to the 
rere rein interior, of those commodities, such as heavy 
mato Interior. chemicals, gums, bagging, hemp, hides, liquors, 
oils, wool, toys, &c., which are imported in large quantities. | 

The reason for the reduction of rates, it is stated, is to 
put a stop to the constantly increasing inroads of the Gulf and 
Canadian routes on import traffic. 

Mr. Bell has forwarded a list of the reduced rates from New 
York, Philadelphia and Baltimore to Chicago, together with the 
former rates, which may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, noengnen 
Street, H.C. 





; ARGENTINA. 
Railway See p. 206. 


Extensions. 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY. 
SWEDEN. 


The following particulars of the Swedish iron trade and industry 
Iron Trade and 2 extracted from the report of H.M. Consul at 
Industry in 1905 Stockholm (Mr. A. S. MacGregor) :—- 

ry In the report of the Swedish Ironmasters’ 
Association for 1905 it is stated that the year in question was a 
remarkable one in the annals of the Swedish iron trade. The 
export of pig iron—mostly free from phosphorus and to be used 
for malleable purposes—amounted to 110,400 tons, the largest 
quantity on record for any single year. The exports of ingots, 
bloom iron and rough bars also show such a marked increase that, 
with respect to them also, it is a record year. 

Of still more importance to the Swedish iron trade, according to 
the report above referred to, is the fact that the rolled and ham- 
mered goods exported during the year reached unprecedentedly 
high figures. The total export of bar iron, small sizes, billets, 
steel—of all kinds, tubes and parts of tubes, sheet iron and bar 
ends during the year 1905 was 215,000 tons, as compared with 
193,000 tons in 1904. 

The following table shows the production of various kinds of 
iron in Sweden in the last two years :— 








a | 1904. 1905. 

| Tons. Tons. 
Pig iron... eee aes oes oes ” eee 520,300 527,300 
Bloom iron te ies sis bod pees ves] 189,200 178,700 
Bessemer ingots me ose ose one cel 78,600 77,900 
Martin ingots ... ite ve see ose “ 245,500 280,200 





It will be seen from the above that Martin metal continues to 
grow in favour in Sweden, and that the employment of the 
Bessemer method again shows a falling away. 

The production of iron in 1905—except as regards Martin 
ingots—did not increase in proportion to the great augmentation 
in the exports, and the whole industry is said to be suffering 
under the high prices for charcoal. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
3,560.) 





VENEZUELA, 


H.M. Minister at Caracas (Mr. Bax Ironside) has forwarded a copy 
of the Regulations under the new Venezuelan 


eee Mining Law,* together with a translation of 
Mining Law. those parts likely to interest British subjects 


intending to engage in the mining industry in 
that country. These documents may be seen at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C. 





* See “ Board of Trade Journal,” 2nd November, 1905, p. 223. 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 
VENEZUELA—continued. 

The Acting British Vice-Consul at Caracas (Mr. G. Haggard) has 
forwarded copy and translation of a contract, 
made between the Venezuelan Government and 
Dr. José Antonio Bueno, relative to the work- 
ing, for a period of 25 years, of asphalt deposits 
in the Municipality of Curiapo in the Federal Territory of Delta- 
Amacuro. The contractor, or any company formed .by him, 
agrees to pay the National Government the sum of four bolivares 
on every ton of asphalt exported, together with the ordinary 
surface tax. The contractor is also granted the right on one 
occasion only to claim exemption from Customs dues, on all such 
machinery, boats, stores, goods and material as may be necessary 
to the proper working and export of the produce of the under- 


taking, as well as on the vessels (or pots) which arrive in sections ; 
this last for the whole period of the duration of the contract. 


Contract for 
Working 
Asphalt Deposits. 





CHILE. 
H. M. Consul at Coquimbo (Mr. G. L. Ansted), reports that for the 


concentration or other treatment of low grade 
copper ore, of which there is said to be great 
abundance in that part of Chile, steps have been 
taken of late to erect plant for processes other than smelting, 
and a few new works are already in operation. Their success, he 
says, must depend to a considerable extent upon its being possible 
to overcome the obstacles existing in the way of securing con- 
tinuous and cheap handling of the raw material, communications 
being, save where the railways can penetrate, primitive and uncer- 
tain at the best of times, and all—railways, cart roads, and mule 
tracks— liable to lengthy interruptions during the wet season. 

With few exceptions the copper mines are undeveloped, and are 
generally poor. Silver mines are numerous, though but few are 
at present yielding good returns. The poorer ores are treated, 
mostly by the amalgam process, at various suitable spots, while the 
high grade ores are generally exported. 

Manganese is found in large quantities and of good quality, but 
the cost attending its carriage to the coast and shipment have 
proved too heavy for the success of the enterprises hitherto started, 
and the trade is, for the present at any rate, abandoned. 

Of iron ore (hematites), recent explorations are said to have 
discovered deposits warranting closer attention by reason of the 
quantity and quality of ore; but here, as in the case of manganese, 
the expense of transport to the shipping port must be a bar to 
profitable working unless existing conditions can be improved. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,549.) 


Mining Industry 
of Coquimbo. 
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AGRICULTURE: 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 

from the inspectors and officers of Excise 

Corn Prices. in the week ended the 28th April, 1906, 
were as follows :— 


Wheat — as ‘ied soe ae, 8. 
Barley ine 00 a .. 248, Od. 
Oats ;' cov Se “Cd. 


For further particulars see , p. 236. 


A statement is published on p. 237, showing the quantities of 
sia at teil, the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
a 1 P ~ imported into the United Kingdom during the 
culvural *roduce. week ended the 28th April, 1906, as well 


as of the imports during the corresponding week of 1905. 





NATAL. 


The Correspondent at Durban of the Board of Trade (Mr. 
, A. D. C. Agnew) has forwarded a cuttin 
yer ore Fibre fom the “Natal Mercury” containing a report of 

Culeontnen. a paper on “ Profitable Agricultural Industries,” 
by Mr. J. Medley Wood, Director of the Botanic Gardens at Durban. 

Mr. Wood states that, in the opinion of all authorities on the 
matter, the collection of rubber from the Landolphia plant, which 
has been found growing in abundance in Zululand, will pay, 
given cheap labour and efficient supervision. He is of opinion 
that the trees which yield the rubber known as Panama and Para 
are quite unsuitable for the climate of Natal. 

Mr. Wood believes that there will be a considerable export of 
fibre from the Colony before many years have passed, the industry 
being now, after many years of experiment, fairly started at Port 
Shepstone (in the southern part of Natal) and in Zululand. 

He advises growers to keep, for the present, to the plants 
that are well known to be profitable, that is to say, agave rigida, 
variety sisalana, the ‘‘sisal” hemp of commerce, and those 
species or varieties of fourcroya which are without spines on the 
edge of the leaves, and yield the fibre commonly called ‘ Mauritius 
hemp,” the best variety of which is known in Mauritius as “ aloe 
creole.” 


Mr. Agnew reports that the Government notice calling for appli- 
Lease of Land for C2108 for leases of land in Zululand for the 
Rubber purpose of rubber extraction (see “ Board of 
sii Trade Journal,” 22nd March, p. 537), has been 
re-issued, Condition 9 being amended, and now 

reading as follows :—“ If within two years from the date of the 
lease the lessee shall not have extracted at least 40,000 lbs. of 
rubber upon which royalty shall have been paid, or in addition to 
such extraction shall, within three years from date of lease, fail to 
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successfully plant not less than 500 acres of rubber, this lease shall, 
ypso facto, become null and void.” 

Applications were to be handed in not later than 2nd April, but 
Mr. Agnew considers it possible that none of those sent in may be 
accepted, and in that case probably, applications received after that 
date might be successful. 


VENEZUELA. 
H.M. Consul at Ciudad Bolivar (Mr. C. de Lemos) reports that a 


Discovery of New 2°" kind of rubber tree, previously unknown in 
ed ian that part of Venezuela, has been discovered in 
, the extensive forests of the Caura district, 
situated from 150 to 200 miles to the west and south-west of 
Ciudad Bolivar. Sample lots of the rubber produced from this 
tree have been sent to London, New York and Hamburg, and 
have realised from 3s. to 3s. 6d. per lb. This price is remunerative, 
as good facilities for transport by water exist. Unfortunately, as 
yet no efficient system of tapping the trees has been discovered, 
as by the method of tapping applied to the indiarubber trees in 
the Rio Negro district the milk does not exude freely. The con- 
sequence is that the collectors fell the trees to be able to tap them 
all along the trunk, following in this respect the system they 
employ for collecting the Balata rubber. This of course will bring 
about the eventual exhaustion of the forests, which in the case of 
the balata tree is already beginning to be felt. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,558.) 








COLOMBIA: 

The British Vice-Consul at Santa Marta (Mr. M. F. Carr), in his 

Cotton report for 1905 (Foreign Office, Annual Serves, 

Cultivation 3,503), states that the experiments made in 

; 1904 were not sufficiently satisfactory to war- 

rant the cultivation of cotton last year on a large scale, and conse- 

quently nothing further has been done in connection with this 
industry. 

The British Vice-Consul at Cartagena(Mr.T.C. Stevenson) reports 
as follows on the question as to whether cotton ought to be treated 
as a perennial or an annual plant in Colombia :— 

‘‘Cotton is here considered as perennial, whereas once sown it 
lasts for many years without need of resowing; but, as after the 
gathering of the cotton the tree is generally cut and burned, this 
being equal to a complete pruning, it can be thereby considered as 
annual, the whole of the new grown tree being only one year old. 
Experience here shows that when the tree is annually cut and 
burnt, the following advantages are obtained: the tree grows only 
to a limited height, permitting the easy gathering of the cotton ; 
the length of fibres increases and same become more delicate and 
fine, and as the branches are far more numerous the harvest is 
much more abundant than when the tree is left untouched.” 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 26th April, 1906, 
Cotton Statistics. was 78,654 (including 133 bales British West 
Indian and 673 bales British West African), 
and the number imported during the seventeen weeks ended the 
26th April was 1,673,937 (including 2,723 bales British West 
Indian and 1,644 bales British West African). As regards 
exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 26th April, 1906, 
8,967 bales, and for the seventeen weeks, 141,091. 
For further details see p. 236. 





ORANGE RIVER COLONY. 


The “Government Gazette” of the Orange River Colony of 
30th March, contains the text of regulations 


at anata to be conformed to by all corporations, muni- 
Governing the oa. . : ar ' 
cipalities, companies, or private individuals in 
Supply of 


. connection with the supply of electric energy 
Electric Energy. 4. the purposes of power or lighting in the 
Colony. 

The “‘ Gazette” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





NORWAY. 


H.M. Minister at Christiania (Sir A. J. Herbert, K.C.V.O.), 
Law to Prevent "Pots that there has recently been consider- 
the Sale of able agitation against the water power of 
watee Manne to Norway passing into the hands of foreigners, 
ieieiaaiie and that a Bill has been hastily passed for- 
ihe bidding the sale of waterfalls to foreigners, 

who in future are only allowed to lease them. 

A Bill dealing more fully with the subject will, it is stated, 
shortly be introduced, in which, in addition to the above condi- 
tions, the lease of any waterfall to a company is rendered illegal 
unless half the capital of the company is Norwegian. 





BELGIUM. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Foreign Office, a 
islati despatch from H.M. Minister at Brussels, for- 

jagieinhen Te warding a copy of a Statute enacted by the 

apecting Foreign Belgian Legislature, modifying the law on the 

TRSET EROS Com- subject of foreign insurance companies carry- 

panies Carrying ing on business in Belgium. 

om Pasion 12 The text of the mr referred to may be seen 
Belginm. on application at the Commercial Intelligence 


Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 
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Miscellaneous. 





BRAZIL: 

With reference to the notice on p. 523 of the “ Board of Trade 
Sees tow Journal” of the 15th March, relative to the 
by Floods damage done by floods in Brazil, H.M. Consul- 
, General at Rio de Janeiro (Mr. A. Chapman) 
now reports that further severe rain storms have been experienced, 
resulting in further destruction of property, and of means of 
communication. The Leopoldina, Central of Brazil and Western 
Minas Railways have been the greatest sufferers, their losses 
amounting to several hundred thousands of pounds. The loss of 
life as reported has not been very great. Great inconvenience 
and loss have also been experienced by commerce through the 
blocking of the railways and other means of communication, and 

contractors of public works have suffered severely. 


The following particulars of the export trade of Brazil during the 
1904 and 1905 are taken from the 

























































° years 
Exports in 1905. <. * Brazilian Review" ” “of the 27th March : — 
Quantity. Value. 
Principal Articles of Merchandise. |— : 
1904. 1905. 1904. 1905. 
' 
2) = ‘i iad 
£ £ 

Coffee ... ... Bags}10,024,536 |10,820.661 {19,957,563 (21,420,515 
Rubber... a .. Kilos./31,863,491 |35,392.611 |11,219,393 |14,415,771 
Hides and skins », 135,847,320 |29,055,406 | 2,382,256 | 1,851,584 
Herva-mate [44,162,052 |40,855.653 970,937 | 1,236,550 
Cotton ... » |13,262,738 |24,081,753 826,507 | 1,157,714 
Cocoa ... », {23,160,028 |21,090,088 | 1,095,535 | 1 039,435 
Tobacco » |23,964,255 |20,390,558 838,516 825,206 
Gold, bar Gram| 3,871,426 | 3,878,698 418,309 420,128 
Sugar ... Kilos.| 4,861,450 (37,746,510 93,488 405,954 
Manganese Tons} 208,260 224,377 306,799 332,827 
Para nuts Hect. 92,580 198,226 107,311 232,206 
Carnauba wax Kilos.| 1,995,546 | 1.896,757 204,227 207,818 
Bram... », {21,151,643 |26,431 760 89,694 167,660 
Cotton seed ... ,, |26,600,538 |37,493,736 89,044 108,458 
Monazite sand : », | 4,860,390 | 4,437,290 108,825 100,038 
Flour manioc or cassava “ 3,980,076 | 5,276,146 45,024 77,859 
Stones, precious — = | = 65,958 71,316 
Fruits ... _ — | — 48,254 68,250 
Lumber bee — _ 73,679 43,883 
Piassava ... Kilos.} 1,469,818 | 1,287,943 48,642 37.875 
Horse-hair “ 548,549 426,008 42,704 34,594 
Horns ... », | 1,092,247 | 1,101,236 24,609 31,069 
Scrap metal » | 3,155,344 | 3, '925, 796 18,795 29,644 
Castor seed | 7.208.886 | 2,646,775 24,987 24.077 
Other articles... — _- | —_— 334,080 291,721 
Total value of merchandise tin —_ 39,430,136 |44,632,252 
Specie eee eee — — 8,900 10.731 
Grand total value = a 39,439,086 [44,642,983 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week and 17 Weeks 
ended 26th April, 1906 :— 






































Week ended 17 Weeks Week ended 17 Weeks 
a 26th April, | 4.°U24__ || 26th April, | 4. M9 . 
1906. 26th April, 1906 ? | 26th April, 
; 1906. ; 1906, 
| IMPORTS. EXPORTS, 
(Bales.) (Bales. ) 
No. | No. No. | No, 
American ... ww ode 49.953 | 1,247,734 6,533 69.876 
Brazilian o0e oct eae 13,186 | 120.57] 265 5,465 
East Indian ... sas dia 4413 | 56.209 453 14,773 
i rae 8.918 | 224,730 || 1262 | 47,899 
Miscellaneous are pea 2,184* | 24.6937 || 454 3,078 
eo id sal 78,654 | 1,673,937 | 8.967 | 141,091 
| | 








* Including 133 bales British West Indian, and 673 bales British West African. 
tT » 2,723 " " 1,644 ‘ ” 





Corn Prices. 

Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 28th April, 1906, and corresponding weeks of 
the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 











Average Price. 























Wheat. Barley. | Oats. 
se ae * s ad, a @ 
Week ended 28th April, 1906 ... nie moa « 24 0 19 6 
Corresponding week in— | 
1899 ... ose eee oy jes a 6 -—. 2s ae 
1900 ... _ pee oe on nd a 25 8 18 0 
1901 ... ste iin ode oe — a 26 4 a 
1902 ... _— sa me see oe a 27. = 5 21 10 
1903 ... a ose we oe | 26 10 22 =O 18 0O 
ile eT SAREE ES. eT i ee 
a Nate. | aw come sa ee ek a ee 
' | 











SE — 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into tbe |mperia) bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 


imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 28th April, 1906, 
together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 


previous year. 




















| Week ended Correspond- * 
cntmeagsin | 28th April, | ing Week in 
| 1906, 1905. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ove ..-| Number. 11,990 8,903 
Sheep and lambs bat wa im on - 6,511 2,841 
Swine oie és ise an on - — _ 
Horses ... ove ove ene é0 eve - 257 229 
Fresh Meat :— 
Beef ene ove ene eve soc eee Cwts. | 104,398 97,392 
Mutton ... ies ass -_ ii one “ 122.080 114.832 
~ = Sus nae all _ ‘ = 8,251 8,398 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
OE es i at a ee coms BR ae 95,402 
Beef eee eee ”? 2,6 l I 4,186 
Hams oie ia 27,032 27,760 
Pork . ed ae ul oth . 4,288 5,433 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh te 15,718 17,435 
Meat, preserved otherwise than by salting... - 9,886 20,103 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter Cwts. 72,080 74,973 
Margarine - | 23,8382 21,927 
SD aid? leks tA Cg a | 18,564 24,548 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums . | _ —_ 
» cream a | 64 33 
5» condensed eer e 9 | 15,985 12,505 
» preserved, other kinds... ; a 63 4 
Eggs a Sie eee Grt. Hundr. | 227,310 217,181 
Poultry , net cm one Value £ | 15,440 10,872 
Game ay ae Pe o | 47 2,080 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) Owts. | 11,952 9,567 
Lard ee eee eee eee ” | 52,983 35,687 
Corn, grain, meal, and flour :— | 
W heat tos ial Owts. 1,260,500 1,874 200 
Wheat meal and flour - | 133,500 262,900 
Barley - | 215,600 414,500 
Oats “ | 306,100 294.700 
Peas im | 11,920 29.000 
Beans ose one ene ane on me | 5,170 12,640 
Maize or Indian corn... =... = nee aes * |  §13,100 809,700 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples ... sien one Cwts. | 6,826 27,840 
Apricots and peaches ... a | - 2 
Bananas a ania Bunches. 108,259 169,927 
Cherries ... ona alts oo one Cwts. — _ 
Currants... - one eos ene - — _ 
Gooseberries be eee im | — — 
Grapes ... eve coe ane 9 | 132 232 
Lemons ... ie | 19,9638 28,393 
Oranges ... ra 173,529 59,101 
Pears yes eee . | 662 288 
Plums ... oe ove ” ee: rv 
Strawberries... * 1 — 
Unenumerated ... a | 1,776 200 
Hay... Tons. | 3,582 2,429 
a eg ge aval - | 2.003 2,158 
Moss Litter i ni ion . | 2,798 2,074 
Hops Re “a aes Owts. | 2,428 1,108 
Locust Beans - 15,885 9,060 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions ... oe one a cae -.| Bushels. 318,069 159,158 
Potatoes Cwts. 35,604 43.469 
Tomatoes 2 12.366 25,022 
Unenumerated ... Value £ 12,931 12,057 
Vegetables, dried ; Sle doe aos Cwts. 8,713 879 
reserved by canning... ... «+. avs - 8,321 11,095 


——- a 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of March, 1906, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of 1s. 2d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘‘ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1904, in two 
volumes, may be purchased at a cost of 7s. 7d. for the first 
and 4s. 3d. for the second volume, at any of the addresses 
enumerated above. This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1900-1904, 
and detailed statements of imports and exports of each article 
(from and to each country) in the first volume, and in the second 
volume details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, 
transhipments, and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade 
of the United Kingdom with each foreign country. 

THE BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

The “ Board of 'I'rade Labour Gazette”* is published by the Board 
of Trade about the 16th of each month. The following are among 
the more important articles which will appear in the April 
issue :—State of the Labour Market in March; American and 
French Coal Miners’ Disputes; Fatal Industrial Accidents in 
1905; Diseases of Occupations in 1905; Labour Disputes in 
Austria; Relief of the Unemployed; and Recent Conciliation and 
Arbitration Cases. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual and 
Miscellaneous Series issued since the last number of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal.” 

ANNUAL SERIES. 


No. 3,560. Trade of Stockholm and Eastern Coast of Sweden, 1905 


Improvement at close of 1905 Lumber, wood pulp, and pa- 
m nearly all classes of trade per industries: output steadily 
and industry. increasing. 

Statistics of the Swedish Diminution in exports of 
mercantile marine. butter and cheese. 

Record export of pig-iron Totals of Swedish trade with 
and of rolled and hammered various countries. 
goods. 


Reports of H.M. Representatives at Gefle, Hernésand, Lulea, 
Oscarshamn, Sundsvall, Calmar, Hudiksvall, Norrképing, Nykép- 
ing, Sdderhamn, Umea, and Wisby. 


* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price, 1d. 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,561. Trade of Palestine, 1905. 


Steady progress in trade and 
commerce of Palestine ; rise in 
total value of imports and ex- 
ports, and in tonnage of British 


vessels at Jaffa. 


Good wheat and barley har- 
vest and increase in growth of 
oranges and grapes. 

Traffic on the Jaffa-Jerusalem 
Railway. 


Reports by H.M. Representatives at Jaffa and Gaza. 
No. 3,562. Trade of Alexandria, 1905. 


Great increase in shipping, 
notably from the United King- 
dom, but followed closely by 


Germany. 
Progress of harbour works. 
Openings for trade in such 


articles as saddlery, watches, 
sporting guns, rubber tyres, 
stoves and glassware. 

Comparative statistics of im- 
ports and exports. 


No. 3,563. Trade of Leipzig, 1905. 


Increased turnover of indus- 
tries, but future prospects con- 
sidered uncertain owing to 
labour difficulties and new 
protectionist tariffs in foreign 
countries. 


Condition of the fur and 
wool markets. 

Further revival in hosiery 
trade. 


No. 3,564. Trade of California, Nevada, Utah and Arizona. 


Views respecting the decrease 
of British trade in hardware, 
textiles, cement, &c., and sug- 
gested measures for checking 
the decline. 

Collapse of wheat exports 
Shipments of fruit, 1901 to 
1905. 

Notes on gold dredging and 
oil production. 

Electric railway enterprises. 


Small decline shown in 
British shipping. 
Comparative figures of 


American merchant marine in 
1890 and 1905. 

Operation of the contagious 
diseases clause of the Immigra- 
tion Law: necessity for medical 
examination of crew. 

Table of freight rates for 
wheat and barley in 1905. 


Reports by the British Vice-Consuls at Los Angeles and San 


Diego. 


No. 3,565. Trade of Rome, 1905. 


Possibilities of improving 
British trade in agricultural 
machinery, boots and_ shoes, 
cutlery, saddlery, &c. 

Development of means of 
communication. 


Report by the British Vice-Consul at Civitavecchia. 


Table showing values of 


shares, &c., in banks and in- 
dustrial concerns quoted on 
Stock Exchange in Rome. 
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(Grovernment Publications. 





No. 3,566. Trade of Batoum, 1905. 


Disastrous effect on trade and Marked falling-off in exports 
industry of the disturbances at of petroleum products, wool, 
Baku, Batoum, and elsewhere manganese ore, Ac. 
in the territory of the Caucasus. No revival anticipated in 

Removal of case and can import of manufactured goods. 
manufactories to other Good prospects for manganese 
countries. shippers and producers. 


Report on the Baku oil industry by the British Vice-Consul at 
that port ; reports on Poti and Novorossisk. 


MISCELLANEOUS SERIES. 
No. 648. Agriculture of Tuscany. 


This is a report on the material and moral condition of the 
peasants in Tuscany ; on the position of the principal branches of 
agricultural industry, viz., wheat, Indian corn, wine, oil, silk, and 
beetroot cultivation, cattle ‘and sheep breeding and poultry farming, 
and on the agricultural implements and machinery principally 
employed. 

COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following report of the Miscellaneous Series has been 
issued by the Colonial Office since the last issue of the ‘“ Board 
of Trade Journal,” viz. :— 


No. 34. Report on the Agricultural Industries of Montserrat. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Egypt. No. 1 (1906). Reports on the Finances, Administration 
and Condition of Egypt and the Soudan in 1905. [Cd. 2,817. ] 
Price 1s. 5d. 


This is the annual report for 1905, by H.M. Agent and Consul- 
General at Cairo, on the progress of the various Administrative 
Departments of the Egyptian Government. The first part, 
besides dealing with the general events of the year, discusses the 
present legislative system of the country, and explains a plan 
under which it is thought that Egypt may be endowed with 
legislative institutions more suitable to its requirements. Details 
of the condition of the principal industries are given, together 
with statistics of trade and customs, showing that the total value 
of the imports (exclusive of tobacco) amounted to £E 21 064,000 
in 1905 as compared with £E 19,889,000 in 1904, and of the 
exports £E 20,360,000, as compared with £E 20,316,000 in 1904. 
A summary of the financial situation shows an estimated surplus of 
£E 500,000 for 1906. Reports on irrigation, communications and 
public works are also included, together with special reports on 
the mining industry, Upper Nile irrigation projects, &c. 

The administration, trade, finances and present condition of the 
Soudan are dealt with in a separate part of the report. 
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Government Publications. 





Mines and Quarries: General Report and Statistics for 1904, 
Part IV. Colonial and Foreign Statistics. [Cd. 2,911.] Price 
1s. 9d. 


This return, which is compiled annually in the Home Office, 
contains statistics of the number of persons employed, of the 
output, and of accidents at mines and quarries in British Colonies 
and foreign countries during 19U4. |See p. 210. ] 


Coul Hauports, &c., Return, No. 121. Price 4d. 


This return, which is issued annually, contains statistics showing 
the quantity of coal exported from the various ports of the United 
Kingdom to countries abroad during each quarter of the years 
1904 and 1905, as well as the quantity shipped at each port for the 
use of vessels on foreign voyages during the same periods. The 
return also contains a summary statement showing the export of 
coal from the principal districts of the United Kingdom to various 

roups of foreign countries and British Possessions during each 


quarter of 1904 and 1905. 


Banking and Railway Statistics, Ireland. [Cd. 2,912.] Price 8d. 


This is the report on the banking and railway statistics of 
Ireland for the half-year ended 31st December, 1905, issued by the 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. 
It contains statistics illustrating the growth of Irish bankin 
(Joint Stock and Post Office Savings) since 1885, and the weekly 
receipts of Irish railways in 1904 and 1905, &c. 


Tables relating to the Trade of British India with British Possessions 
and Foreign Countries, 1900-01 to 1904-05. [Cd. 2,915. Price 
1s. 4d. 


This return contains statistics of the foreign trade of British 
India during the last five financial years. In 1904-05 the total 
value of the imports of merchandise (exclusive of Government 
stores) into British India by sea was 64,452,192/., as compared with 
56.548,862/. in 1903-04, whilst the total value of the exports of 
merchandise of Indian produce and manufactures (exclusive of 
Government stores) was 102,752,000/. as against 99,756,049/. in 
the preceding financial year. The total uf the imports into, and 
the exports from, British India by land and sea (inclusive of 


Government stores and treasure) amounted in 1904-05 to 
222,263,5471., as compared with 208,944,476/. in 1903-04. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 
BRANCH OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 





The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade (No. 78, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. 

On application being made to it either personally or by letter, 
the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, information with regard 
to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics; Matters 
relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations ; 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in 
different localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender. 
Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of 
Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning Commercial 
Travellers, &c., &c. There is a Sample Room at the offices of the 
Branch, where, in addition to samples illustrative of reports of 
H.M. Consuls or of the Correspondents or Special Commissioners 
of the Board of Trade, specimens of special interest that may be 
received from the Imperial Institute, India, or the Colonies, &c., 
are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of India, Canada, Cape of Good Hope, and 
Queensland, also the Governments of the Transvaal and Orange 
River Colony, have established, in proximity to the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch, at 73, Basinghall Street, special offices for 
dealing with trade matters (see next page). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The “ Journal ” is issued weekly at the price of 1d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in 
Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies may also be obtained from 
Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, E.C. 
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SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL 


TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES. 


India.—The India Trade Enquiry Office at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., has been established for the purpose of supplying 
the general public withall available information as to the commercial 
products, manufactures and trades of British India. 

The office is under the superintendence of an India Office official, 
who is in daily attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. 

The current publications of the Government of India dealing 
with Indian Trade statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic 
products, &c., are kept in the office, and can be consulted free: the 
various Indian Directories are also filed. 

Canada.—T'he Canadian Government have secured premises at 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where an office has been 
opened under the designation of ‘‘ Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch,” for the convenience of the commercial community. 

In due course it is intended to equip and maintain a display 
room, illustrating the products, resources and manufactures of the 
Dominion. In the meantime, a Canadian representative attends 
daily to deal with enquiries and applications in connection with 
Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 

Cape of Good Hope——The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have opened offices at 73, Basinghall Street, London, H.C., for the 
purpose of a Commercial Agency for that Colony, under the 
direction of the Agent-General. 

The Commercial Agent in charge of these offices deals with, and 
supplies free, information on trade subjects connected with the 
Colony, such as commercial products, industries, trade, tariff regu- 
lations, commercial statistics, railway rates, prospects for emigra- 
tion, &c., &c. 

Queensland.—F or the convenience of the commercial community 
in the City of London, the Agent-General for Queensland has 
opened a branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., 
where a representative attends daily to give information to 
enquirers regarding trade, mining, and all other matters in con- 
nection with Queensland. 

A collection of articles representative of the pastoral, agricultural, 
and mining industries of Queensland are on view, and information 
regarding these industries can be obtained at the Office, as above. 

Transvaal and Orange River Colony.—A ‘l'rade Enquiry Office 
has been opened at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., by the Govern- 
ments of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony, on the lines of 
the agency established at the same address by the Government of 
Cape Colony, but under the general direction of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Superintendent in charge of the Office deals with, and 
supplies free, information in regard to the products and resources 
of the two Colonies, the opportunities they present to the settler, 
their railway facilities, the regulations of all kinds in force in 
them affecting trade, &c., &c. 

March, 1906. 
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IMPERIAL INSTITUTE. 

The Imperial Institute at South Kensington was transferred by 
Act of Parliament to the control of the Board of Trade on the 
Ist January, 1903. ‘The work formerly carried on by the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Office of the Institute is now conducted by 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Imperial Institute is chiefly occupied with the systematic 
investigation and illustration of the principal resources of India 
and the Colonies. It includes :— 

1. The Galleries, containing collections of economic products, 
&c., illustrative of the natural and commercial resources of British 
Possessions. These are open free to the public daily (except on Sun- 
days) from10am.to5p.m. Special arrangements may be made for 
the visits of schools and other educational institutions. Informa- 
tion concerning India and the Colonies, their products, industries, 
prospects for emigration, &c., may be obtained on verbal applica- 
tion at the Central stand in the Galleries, or applications may be 
addressed in writing to the Director of the Imperial Institute, 
South Kensington, S.W. Publications furnishing information 
relating to the commerce, agriculture, mining and other industries 
of India and the Colonies, as well as those relating to emigration, 
may also be obtained on application at the Central stand. From 
time to time samples and specimens of raw and manufactured 
products will be shown in the sample room attached to the offices 
of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

2. The Scientific and Technical Department with extensive 
laboratories specially equipped for the purpose of investigating 
problems connected with tropical agriculture and development. 
In this Department new or little known natural products from 
India and the Colonies, and commercial products from new 
sources, received through the Government of the countries con- 
cerned, are examined with a view to their valuation and utilisation. 
The expert staff of the Department is also engaged in the collec- 
tion of information from all sources on these and similar subjects. 

3. The Library and Reading Rooms, containing a large collection 
of Indian and Colonial works of reference, which are regularly 
supplied with the principal official publications of India and the 
Colonies, and with many of the principal newspapers, periodicals 
and maps of the United Kingdom, India, and the Colonies. 

4. Conference and Meeting Rooms which are available under 
certain conditions for the purpose of meetings, lectures, &c., on 
subjects of importance to India and the Colonies. 

d. ‘Ihe ‘ Bulletin of the Imperial Institute.” This publication, 
which is now issued quarterly, includes reports on investigations 
conducted at the Imperial Institute, and also special articles 
relating to recent developments in tropical agriculture and in 
the utilisation of raw materials. The ‘“ Bulletin” may be 
obtained at the Imperial Institute, South Kensington, or from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, E.C., price one shilling per number. 














